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Argentina to raise

Falkland’s UK
‘militarisation’ at UN
C

ristina Fernandez: “This is a regional and global cause because they are militarising the South Atlantic
once more.” Falklands tensions major reasons
are given below :

n Competing claims

n Tensions alive in Buenos Aires
n Life on the islands

n Falklanders confident about future
Argentina is to make a formal complaint to the United
Nations about British “militarisation” around the disputed
Falkland Islands. President Cristina Fernandez de

Kirchner made the announcement at a meeting of MPs,
senior officials, and veterans of the 1982 war Argentina
fought with Britain over the islands.
Tensions between the two countries have been increas-
ing in recent weeks.
Last month, the UK said it was sending a destroyer to
the region.
The status of the islands, known in Argentina as the
Malvinas, is still a highly sensitive issue for Buenos
Aires.
In December, Mercosur, a South American trading bloc, closed its ports to ships flying the Falkland Islands flag.
Then, last month, the UK said it was sending one of its newest destroyers, HMS Dauntless, to the South Atlantic,
off the Falklands.
London described the move as “routine”.
Prince William, grandson of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II and second in line to the throne, was also deployed to
the islands in his role as a search and rescue helicopter pilot.
In taking a complaint to the UN the Argentine side knows that Britain, as a permanent member of the Security
Council, can ultimately veto any critical resolution.
Before the speech there had been speculation that Ms Fernandez might signal an end to the important air link
between Chile and the Falklands which must use Argentine air space - a move that would have created signifi-
cant practical difficulties for the islanders.
That she chose not to, illustrates that Argentine tactics are not about achieving any kind of immediate practical
effect, but are focused instead on a longer-term campaign of diplomatic attrition.
In her address on Tuesday, Ms Fernandez accused the UK of “militarising the South Atlantic one more time”.
“We will present a complaint to the UN Security Council and the UN General Assembly, as this militarisation
poses a grave danger to international security,” Ms Fernandez said.
“We cannot interpret in any other way the deployment of an ultra-modern destroyer accompanying the heir to the
throne, who we would prefer to see in civilian attire.”
She asked UK Prime Minister David Cameron “to give peace a chance”.
The UK Foreign Office later issued a statement that said: “The people of the Falkland Islands are British out of
choice. They are free to determine their own future and there will be no negotiations with Argentina over sover-
eignty unless the islanders wish it.”
The BBC’s Fergal Keane says President Fernandez’s initiative is consistent with recent Argentine attempts to
internationalise the Falklands issue.
Her government has gained the political support of nations such as Brazil and Uruguay that have banned ships
flying the Falklands flag from visiting their ports.
Chile’s foreign minister also recently declared his support for Argentine sovereignty over the islands.
A crowd waving Argentine flags and shouting “Malvinas” rallied near the government palace where Ms Fernandez
was speaking.

ANTI-COUNTERFEITING
TRADE AGREEMENT (ACTA)

Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) loses further support
in Europe as Bulgaria and the Netherlands join Poland and Germany in
declining to ratify it due to privacy and human rights concerns.
The ACTA is a multinational treaty for the purpose of establishing interna-
tional standards for intellectual property rights enforcement. The agree-
ment aims to establish an international legal framework for
targeting counterfeitgoods, generic medicines and copyright
infringement on the Internet, and would create a new governing body
outside existing forums, such as the World Trade Organization, theWorld
Intellectual Property Organization, or the United Nations.
The agreement was signed in October 2011 by Australia, Canada, Japan,
Morocco, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea and the United States. In
January 2012, the European Union and 22 countries which are member
states of the European Union signed as well, bringing the total number of
signatories to 31. No signatory has approved (ratified) the agreement,
which would come into force after ratification by 6 countries.
Supporters have described the agreement as a response to “the increase
in global trade of counterfeit goods and pirated copyright protected works”.
Large intellectual property-based organizations such as
the MPAA and Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of
America were active in the treaty’s development.
Opponents say the convention adversely affects fundamental rights
including freedom of expression and privacy. The secret nature of negotia-
tions has excluded civil society groups,developing countries and
the general public from the agreement’s negotiation process and it has
been described as policy laundering by critics including the Electronic
Frontier Foundation (EFF) and the Entertainment Consumers Association.
The signature of the EU and many of its member states resulted in the
resignation in protest of the European Parliament’s appointed chief
investigator, rapporteur Kader Arif, as well as widespread protests across
Europe.

India offers to launch S
Korean satellite on ISLV
India has offered to launch South Korean Satellites on Indian Space
Launch Vehicles. The offer came during the talks between the Prime Minis-
ter, Dr. Manmohan Singh and the South Korean President, Lee Myung-Bak
in Seoul on March 25, 2012.
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and President Lee reiterated their
commitment to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and their means of delivery.
A joint statement issued after the talks said that the two sides had agreed
to upgrade the already booming business cooperation to achieve an ambi-
tious trade target of 40 billion dollars by 2015, doubling the figure.
The statement expressed concern over North Korea's plan to launch an
application satellite which could escalate tension in the peninsula. The two
leaders expressed grave concern about the continued threat of terrorism
and piracy emanating from various quarters. The statement said that the
two leaders were hopeful that the comprehensive convention on interna-
tional terrorism which was under consideration at the UN would be
adopted soon.
India also sought South Korea's support in its bid for the Membership of
the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and other international regimes re-
lated to nuclear trade. The Secretary(East) in the Ministry of External
Affairs, Sanjay Singh told reporters that the Prime Minister's request was
noted. He said, there is a process that is ongoing and India is making
considerable progress.
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Four World Trade Center (also
known by its street address, 150

Greenwich Street) is
askyscraper under construction as
part of the new World Trade
Center complex in New York City. It
is located on the southeast corner
of the 16-acre World Trade Center

site, where the original nine-story 4
World Trade Center stood. Pritzker
Prize-winning architect Fumihiko
Maki was awarded the contract to
design the building, which will be
974 feet (288 m) tall, making it the
fourth tallest skyscraper planned on
the World Trade Center site. The
total floor space of the building is
anticipated to include 1.8 million
square feet (167,000 square meter)
of office and retail space. The
building’s groundbreaking took
place in January 2008, and it is
scheduled to be completed by 2013.
The structural engineer for the
building is Leslie E. Robertson
Associates, New York City.

Wislawa
Szymborska-
Wlodek
Wislawa Szymborska died 1 Feb-
ruary 2012 at home in Kraków,

aged 88. Her manager Michal
Rusinek confirmed the information
and said that she "died peacefully,
in her sleep". She was surrounded
by friends and relatives at the time.
Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski
described her death on Twitter as
an "irreparable loss to Poland's
culture".
She was working on new poetry
right until her death, though she
was unable to arrange her final
efforts for a book in the way she
would have wanted. Her last poetry
will be published later in 2012.
Wislawa Szymborska-Wlodek was
a Polish poet, essayist, translator
and recipient of the 1996 Nobel
Prize in Literature. Born in Prowent,
which has since become part of
Kórnik, she later resided in Kraków
until the end of her life. She was
described as a "Mozart of Poetry".
In Poland, Szymborska's books
have reached sales rivaling promi-
nent prose authors: although she
once remarked in a poem, "Some
Like Poetry" that no more than two
out of a thousand people care for
the art. Szymborska was awarded
the 1996 Nobel Prize in Literature
"for poetry that with ironic precision
allows the historical and biological
context to come to light in fragments
of human reality". She became
better known internationally as a
result of this. Her work has been
translated into English and many
European languages, as well as
into Arabic, Hebrew, Japanese and
Chinese.

Britain has

held the

Falkland

Islands since

1833.

ZIMBABWE SUSPENDS 80 PLAYERS IN ALLEGED SCANDAL

T
he Zimbabwe Football Association (ZIFA) has suspended 80 players, including the core of the national team, on suspicion of
being linked to a match-fixing scandal involving Asian betting syndicates. ZIFA has set up an independent ethics committee to
probe alleged match-fixing it believes took place in matches the national team played in Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand in

2007. "Every player who was mentioned in the 'Asiagate' report, regardless of how many matches played, are suspended and will only
be cleared by the ethics committee," ZIFA chief executive Jonathan Mashingaidze told the state-controlled Herald. "For now, they are
not eligible for selection in any national duty commitments," Mashingaidze added. The player suspensions are set to affect
Zimbabwe's bid to qualify for the 2013 Africa Cup of Nations tournament, whose qualification matches start this month. Zimbabwe
faces Burundi on Feb. 29 in the first qualifier. Eighty Zimbabwean footballers have been suspended because of alleged involvement in
Asian betting syndicates linked to match-fixing. The country's sports minister said football was "riddled with corruption", and called for
politics to be rooted out of the sport. The players, including leading members of the national team, are alleged to have taken bribes to
throw friendly matches between 2007 and 2009.
The Zimbabwe Football Association (Zifa) has set up an independent ethics committee to investigate the alleged fixing, which it be-
lieves took place when the national team played in Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand. David Coltart, the education, sport and culture
minister, said: "This doesn't come as a surprise. We've been aware of match fixing allegations for some time. I have called for the
introduction of a zero tolerance approach to this and I was expecting action to be taken.
The player suspensions are likely to affect Zimbabwe's bid to qualify for the 2013 Africa Cup of Nations. Matches start this month, with
Zimbabwe facing Burundi on 29 February in the first qualifier.
Zimbabwe Football Association (Zifa) is a governing body of football in Zimbabwe. It is responsible for organising the national football competitions in Zimbabwe and the Zimbabwe na-
tional football team. The ZFA was founded in 1965. It has been affiliated with FIFA since 1965 and has been a member of the CAF since 1980. The Zimbabwe national football team, nick-
named ‘The Warriors’, is the national team of Zimbabwe and is controlled by the Zimbabwe Football Association. They were known as the Southern Rhodesia national football team from
1939–1964, then the Rhodesia national football team until 1980, when Rhodesia became Zimbabwe.
Past Allegations
In October 2010 Henrietta Rushwaya, the chief executive of the Zifa, was sacked after being found guilty by the association's disciplinary body on charges of "conduct inconsistent with her
duties, mismanagement and insubordination". Rushwaya was found guilty of sending the national team to play unauthorised matches in Asia in 2009. Her sacking followed her suspension in
July 2010 on suspicion of fixing matches in a Malaysian tournament. She was also found guilty of requesting a loan of $103,000 from Zimbabwe's sports commission, an amount that is now
unaccounted for. The national teams matches against Thailand, Syria and a Malaysian club were accepted without the permission of Zifa's board or Zimbabwe's sports commission, which
must authorise foreign trips by Zimbabwe teams. Rushwaya also allowed the former Zimbabwe champions Monomotapa to go to Malaysia in 2009 masquerading as the national team of
Zimbabwe. Both tours are suspected of being set up by betting syndicates, a report by the Forum for African Investigative Reporters stated in September 2010.
National Executive
    President: Andrew Cox
    Vice-President: Connor Vogelaar
    Vice-President: George Morris boii
    Board Member Competitions: Ruairi "Findude" Finnegan
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Weekly Current Affairs
Hamas leader
meets
Jordan’s king;
first official
visit since
1999

STORY HIGHLIGHTS
n Khaled Meshaal meets with King
Abdullah II in Amman
n It’s his first official visit since
Jordan expelled Hamas in the
1990s
n Abdullah is attempting to broker
new Israeli-Palestinian peace talks
n Israel, Palestinians point fingers
over the latest impasse
The exiled leader of the Palestinian
Islamic faction Hamas met with
Jordan’s King Abdullah II on Sunday
in his first official trip to Jordan
since his expulsion in 1999.
In a statement issued by Hamas,
Khaled Meshaal expressed his
appreciation to the king for support-
ing Palestinians.
“Any future meetings between
Hamas and Jordan open a new
page between the two sides and
serve the Palestinian cause,” said
Meshaal, who announced earlier
this month that he would not seek
another term as president of the
movement’s governing body.
The meeting comes as Abdullah is
making a high-profile attempt to
broker new peace talks in the de-
cades-old Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. Hamas, which the United
States and the European Union
consider a terrorist organization,
controls the Palestinian territory of
Gaza and refuses to recognize
Israel’s right to exist.
Meshaal met with Abdullah and the
crown prince of Qatar, Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani,
Jordan’s state news agency Petra
reported. Abdullah reaffirmed his
support for a Palestinian state
based on the borders drawn before

the 1967 Middle East war, “with
East Jerusalem as its capital,” Petra
reported.
Israel claims all of Jerusalem as its
own capital, and its ultimate status
is one of the most contentious
points in the talks. But Abdullah also
called negotiations “the sole means
to regain Palestinian rights,” a
stance Israel and the United States
have supported as Palestinian
leaders seek recognition of an
independent Palestine at the United
Nations.
And Petra said Meshaal called the
meetings “a new opening” after 12
years, stating Hamas respected
“Jordan’s security, stability and
interests.”
Jordan kicked the leadership of
Hamas out of the country in 1999
after accusing it of breaking a deal
to restrict its activity to politics. The
movement has maintained a head-
quarters in Syria’s capital Dam-
ascus since then, receiving financial
and military support from the gov-
ernments of Hafez al-Assad and his
successor, his son Bashar.
But Hamas has been distancing
itself from its long-time patron as
Syria battles a 10-month-old popu-
lar uprising against al-Assad.
Hamas personnel and their families
have left Syria in recent weeks, and
Ismail Haniya, the Hamas leader in
Gaza, did not stop in Damascus
during a recent regional trip.
Abdullah, meanwhile, told CNN
during a recent visit to Washington
that he was stepping up to try to
restart the stalled Israeli-Palestinian
talks. He said his message to Presi-
dent Barack Obama was, “It’s up to
us to do the heavy lifting ... We
can’t always have to fall back on the
United States to do everything.”
But Israel and the Palestinian Au-
thority, which controls the West
Bank, spent Sunday blaming each
other for the latest lack of progress.
Speaking at the start of his weekly
Cabinet meeting, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
the Palestinians “refused to even
discuss Israel’s security needs with
us” in the most recent contacts in
Amman.
“Signs are not particularly good,”
Netanyahu said in comments re-
leased by his office. “But I hope that
they will come to their senses and
continue with the talks in order for

us to advance to true negotiations.”
But Palestinians have blamed
Israel’s ongoing construction of
settlements in the West Bank, on
land the Palestinians consider part
of their future state, for the impasse.
Senior Palestinian negotiator
Mohammad Shtayeh told CNN that
the Palestinians presented Israel,
Jordan and members of the Mideast
Quartet powers with a written docu-
ment on security and border issues,
“and the Israeli side did not present
anything in writing as the Quartet
requested.”
“The Amman talks were about
creating a conducive environment
for any future talks,” Shtayeh said.
“But, unfortunately, Israel did not
accept to freeze settlement con-
struction, which we consider as
destroying confidence measures
and an illegal and provocative act
which led to the collapse of the
talks.”
Shtayeh said the Palestinian leader-
ship “will consult with the Arab
countries as will re-evaluate the
situation with King of Jordan, and
upon all of these consultations we
will reach a decision on where to
go.”

Former Italian
President
Scalfaro dies
at 93
Former Italian President Oscar Luigi
Scalfaro, who was head of state
during the “Bribesville” corruption
affair which overturned the old
political order during the 1990s, has
died, officials said on Sunday. He
was 93.
Scalfaro, a former interior minister
and speaker of the lower house of
parliament, was appointed president
in 1992 as the scandal was sweep-
ing aside a party system which had
run Italy since World War Two.
Both Scalfaro’s own conservative
Christian Democrat party and the
centre-left Socialists were revealed
to have been deeply corrupted by a
web of bribery and illegal funding
which destroyed Italians’ confidence
in government.
With preparations well under way
for Italy to join the embryonic single
European currency, Scalfaro had to
defend the basic institutions of the

Italian state at a time of corrosive
mistrust of the political system.
“As President of the Republic, he
faced some of the most difficult
periods of our history firmly and
steadfastly,” the current president,
Giorgio Napolitano, said in a state-
ment.

Fake
medicine:
Unofficial
death toll
reaches 112
The unofficial death toll due to
the Pakistan Institute of Cardiol-

ogy (PIC) fake medicine reached
112 as three more people lost

their lives, reported Express

News.

Both the deaths took place in
Lahore.
The official death toll remains 89,
but Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif, talking to the media, had
confirmed more than a 100 deaths.
The medicine triggered an unknown
disease that is said to get deposited
in the bone marrow and ultimately
ends the body’s resistance. The
generation of white blood cells
stops in the body and a severe
chest infection also takes place.
The symptoms of the disease in-
clude a change in complexion, low
platelet count, vomiting blood and a
severe chest infection.
The Federal Investigative Agency
(FIA) has formed an investigation
team which is probing the matter
and has arrested the people alleg-
edly involved in the distribution of
the medicine.
The FIA, on Sunday, arrested MS
PIC Dr Saleem Jaffar who was
suspended on Friday, while the
Young Doctors Association an-
nounced of staging a protest by
closing down outdoor wards all
across the province.

Indonesia
indicts
Papuan
activists for
treason

An Indonesian court on Monday
indicted five activists for treason in
the restive Papua region after they
raised an outlawed Papuan flag and
declared its independence.
The men, who led a peaceful pro-
independence celebration attended
by 5,000 Papuans on October 19,
face life in prison if found guilty.
Papuans, mostly indigenous
Melanesians, have long accused
Indonesia’s military of violating
human rights in the region and
complain that the bulk of earnings
from its rich natural resources flow
to Jakarta.
“The defendants jointly tried to
commit treason with the intention of
allowing the country or part of the
country to fall into the hands of the
enemy,” said Judge Jack L.
Oktovianus at the Jayapura district
court.
“They acted together to declare
Papua an independent region,
which constitutes an act of treason.”
Local TV footage had showed the
men declaring the region’s indepen-
dence in the Papuan capital
Jayapura and paramilitary police
then shooting into the crowd and
beating participants with batons and

bare fists.
At least three people were killed
and more than 90 injured. Eight
police officers were let off with
written warnings for disciplinary
infractions.
Forkorus Yaboisembut — one of the
defendants and president of the
Papuans’ self-proclaimed state —
wore a tie bearing the outlawed
Papuan Morning Star flag during the
trial.
“We affirm that the declaration of
Papua’s independence was legal. It
was not made by a foreigner but by
us native Papuans ourselves,”
Yaboisembut said after the trial.
“The attempts by the Indonesian
government to disband the Papuan
state by military force has claimed
hundreds of thousands of Papuan
lives, and we oppose its presence
here.”
New-York-based Human Rights
Watch (HRW) on Sunday had
called for the cancellation of the
trial.
“It’s appalling that a modern demo-
cratic nation like Indonesia contin-
ues to lock up people for organising
a demonstration and expressing
controversial views,” the group’s
Asia deputy director Elaine Pearson
said in a statement.
HRW also urged Indonesia to
release at least 15 other Papuans,
including independence leader
Filep Karma, who is serving a 15-
year prison term.
A spate of violence in the past five
months has left at least 14 people
dead in the region, including police
officers.
US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton in November voiced alarm
about human rights in the region.
“There needs to be continuing
dialogue and political reforms in
order to meet the legitimate needs
of the Papua people, and we will be
raising that again directly and en-
couraging that kind of approach,”
Clinton said.
Indonesian President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono has defended
the military presence in Papua,
saying Jakarta was committed to its
economic development.
“Papua is part of Indonesia. It
doesn?t make sense that NGOs say
things that imply that we can’t en-
force the law in Papua,” local media
quoted him as saying this month.
“They are there because there is
still an armed separatist movement,”
he added.
In 1969, Indonesia took control of
Papua, a former Dutch colony on
the western half of New Guinea
island, after a vote among a select
group of Papuans widely seen as a
sham.
Jakarta keeps a tight grip on Papua,
with the military regularly clashing
with locals. Foreign journalists are
barred from reporting in the region.
More than 170 people are impris-
oned in Indonesia for promoting
separatism, most of them from
Papua or the eastern Maluku is-
lands, according to HRW.

Former RBS
boss Fred
Goodwin
stripped of
knighthood•

Former Royal Bank of Scotland
boss Fred Goodwin has had his
knighthood removed.
Mr Goodwin, who was heavily
criticised over his role in the bank’s
near-collapse in 2008, was given
the honour by the Labour govern-
ment in 2004.

The Queen cancelled and annulled
the title following Whitehall advice.
Party leaders, led by Prime Minister
David Cameron, welcomed the
decision. In the past, only convicted
criminals or people struck off pro-
fessional bodies have had
knighthoods taken away.
Mr Goodwin oversaw the multi-
billion-pound deal to buy Dutch rival
ABN Amro at the height of the
financial crisis in 2007, which led to
RBS having to be bailed out to the
tune of £45bn by taxpayers.
There had been a growing clamour
for Mr Goodwin to be stripped of his
honour following thousands of job
losses at RBS and in the banking
industry since then, and the impact
on the wider economy.
‘Exceptional case’

After the removal of the knighthood,
a Cabinet Office spokesman said:
“The scale and severity of the
impact of his actions as CEO of
RBS made this an exceptional
case.”
He added: “Both the Financial
Services Authority and the Treasury
Select Committee have investigated
the reasons for this failure and its
consequences.
“They are clear that the failure of
RBS played an important role in the
financial crisis of 2008/9 which,
together with other macroeconomic
factors, triggered the worst reces-
sion in the UK since the Second
World War and imposed significant
direct costs on British taxpayers and
businesses.
“Fred Goodwin was the dominant
decision-maker at RBS at the time.
In reaching this decision, it was
recognised that widespread concern
about Fred Goodwin’s decisions
meant that the retention of a knight-
hood for ‘services to banking’ could
not be sustained.”
‘Proper process’
Mr Goodwin was in a “class of his
own” in terms of the risks that he
took at RBS - reflected in the size of
the bailout required to rescue the
company.
In 2009, Mr Goodwin, who received
an annual pension of £650,000 -
later reduced to £342,500 - after
leaving the bank, told a committee
of MPs he “could not be more sorry”
for what had happened.
“The FSA report into what went
wrong at RBS made clear where the
failures lay and who was respon-
sible,” Mr Cameron said. “The
proper process has been followed
and I think we have ended up with
the right decision.”
And Mr Miliband said the public
wanted to see further sweeping
changes to boardroom culture and
remuneration.
“It is right that Fred Goodwin lost his
knighthood but I think it is only the
start of the change we need in our
boardrooms.“We need to change
the bonus culture and we need real
responsibility right across the
board.”
‘Public opprobrium’

Deputy Prime Minister and Lib Dem
leader Nick Clegg said Tuesday’s
announcement was the “right deci-
sion” while Chancellor George
Osborne described the decision as
“appropriate”. “RBS came to
symbolise everything that went
wrong in the British economy in the
last decade,” he said. Scottish First
Minister Alex Salmond said it was
the “correct decision”, since the
knighthood “was for services to
banking which could not therefore
be sustained”.The Unite union also
welcomed the move, with senior
official David Fleming saying it was
“a token gesture... but one which
will be well received by the thou-
sands of workers who lost their jobs
during his rule”.
Conservative MP David Ruffley, a
member of the House of Commons
Treasury Select Committee, said Mr
Goodwin had acted “recklessly” and
the public wanted him to be “held to
account”.

ECOWAS SUMMIT SUSPENDS MALI IN RESPONSE TO COUP

The 15-member West African bloc ECOWAS on Tuesday decided to
suspend the membership of Mali to press the junta to return to the
constitutional order, according to regional officials.The decision was
made at an extraordinary summit held in Abidjan, the economic capi-
tal of Cote d’Ivoire, whose President Alassane Ouattara chairs
ECOWAS.
The sanction followed the suspension announced by the African
Union on Friday, which reiterated zero tolerance for any unconstitu-
tional change of government and its total rejection of any seizure of
power by force.
A group of soldiers calling themselves the National Committee for
Redressement of Democracy and Restoration of the State (CNRDR)
on Thursday toppled elected President Amadou Toumani Toure,
accusing him of poorly handling the Tuareg rebels in northern Mali.
ECOWAS has been scrambling with coups and coup attempts in
West Africa in recent years, contributing to an end to the junta in
Guinea and Niger.

ECOWAS in Brief
The Economic Community Of West
African States (ECOWAS) is a regional
group of fifteen countries, founded in
1975. Its mission is to promote economic
integration in “all fields of
economic activity, particularly industry,
transport, telecommunications, energy,
agriculture, natural resources, com-
merce, monetary and financial questions,
social and cultural matters .....”
The Institutions of the Economic Com-
munity Of West African States
(ECOWAS) are as follows:
The Commission
The Community Parliament
The Community Court OF Justice
ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID)
The ECOWAS Commission and the ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development, more often called The
Fund are its two main institutions designed to implement policies, pursue a number of programmes and carry
out development projects in Member States. Such projects include intra-community road construction and
telecommunications; and agricultural, energy and water resources development.
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He told Sky News “there was a
sense that this guy had got away
scot-free and the only thing left
really to show the public opprobrium
was for the knighthood to be
stripped”.
‘Politicising honours’
However, the move was not wel-
comed by all. Simon Walker, direc-
tor general of the Institute of Direc-
tors, did not approve of the honour
withdrawal, saying he was con-
cerned there was “a hysteria about
the whole situation”.
While he said that the system of
stripping an honour for criminal
offences was “appropriate”, he
added: “To do it because you don’t
like someone, you don’t approve of
someone, you think they have done
things that are wrong but actually
there is no criminality alleged or
charged, I think is inappropriate and
politicises the whole honours sys-
tem.”
The forfeiture committee - whose
members include the cabinet secre-
tary, the top civil servant at the
Home Office, the top lawyer at the
Treasury and the top official in the
Scottish government - made the
decision to recommend he lose the
honour.
The Queen has the sole authority to
rescind a knighthood, after taking
advice from the government.

IAEA approves
Japan nuclear
‘stress tests’
The UN watchdog says it is satisfied
with series of safety tests carried
out by Japan in wake of Fukushima
meltdown.
UN’s nuclear watchdog has given
its seal of approval to Japan’s
reactor safety checks, but said
power companies should step up
plans for managing disasters in the
wake of the Fukushima meltdowns.
A delegation from the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is in
the country at the government’s
invitation as officials look for ways
to convince a deeply sceptical
population that the country’s
nuclear plants are safe to restart.
The government’s Nuclear and
Industrial Safety Agency (NISA)
asked the IAEA to assess the strin-
gency of the so-called stress tests
to which all reactors were subjected
before being given the green light to
resume operations.
“The conclusion of the team is that
NISA’s instructions and review
process for the comprehensive
safety assessments are generally
consistent with IAEA safety stan-
dards,” the delegation said in a
statement.
But the watchdog said further tests
of the reactors should also look at
how the utilities operating them
would deal with a worst-case sce-
nario.
“NISA should ensure that in the
secondary assessment the provi-
sions for mitigation of severe acci-
dents should be addressed more
comprehensively,” the report said.
‘Engage with people’
NISA should make sure companies
“develop comprehensive accident
management programmes ... in the
area of severe accident manage-
ment,” it said.
The mission also urged Tokyo to
engage with people living in the
shadow of nuclear plants as it tried
to convince them the technology
was safe.
“In any of these processes, the
more information can be exchanged
with the people in the local vicinity,
the better,” James Lyons, the
delegation’s team leader, told a
news conference.
But he noted that Japan, not the
IAEA, had to decide on whether to
restart nuclear power plants in the
country, saying: “That’s not part of
our decision-making process.
The stress tests were introduced as
a way of determining how reactors
would cope with the impact of large-
scale natural disasters after melt-
downs and explosions at Fukushima
Daiichi caused by last March’s
earthquake and tsunami.
Radiation was scattered over a
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large area and made its way into
the oceans, air and food chain in
the weeks and months after the
disaster, reversing the mood among
Japan’s once nuclear-friendly pub-
lic. Since the disaster the vast bulk
of nuclear plants have been shut
down as local authorities blocked
their being restarted following
routine safety checks or mainte-
nance.
Japan has instead had to massively
ramp up imports of fossil fuels and
curb power useage as it tries to
make up the shortfall in power
generation.
More than 19,000 people died in the
natural disaster, but the nuclear
emergency, the world’s worst since
Chernobyl a quarter of a century
ago, is not thought to have directly
claimed any lives.

ANCYL
leaders’
convictions
upheld

 

Convictions handed down by the
National Disciplinary Committee to
ANC Youth League leaders were
upheld by an appeals committee on
Saturday.
However, the embattled leadership
was granted leave to argue in
mitigation of their suspensions, the
National Disciplinary Committee of
Appeals (NDCA) announced at
Luthuli House.
“The matter will be referred back to
the national disciplinary committee
(NDC)... the hearing must be con-
ducted within 14 days,” NDCA
chairman Cyril Ramaphosa said.
This meant that youth league leader
Julius Malema and his spokesman
Floyd Shivambu were suspended
with immediate effect and stripped
of their titles.
The NDC last year found Malema
guilty of provoking serious divisions
in the league’s parent body, the
ANC, and bringing that organisation
into disrepute.
Malema had said the league would
send a team to Botswana to consoli-
date local opposition parties and
help bring about regime change.
Charged with him were Shivambu,
deputy president Ronald Lamola,
treasurer general Pule Mabe, secre-
tary general Sindiso Magaqa and
deputy secretary general Kenetswe
Mosenogi.

Diamond
Jubilee:
Queen
celebrating
60-year reign

The Queen has visited a school in
Norfolk as she marks the 60th
anniversary of her accession to the
throne.
Earlier she said she was dedicating
herself “anew to your service” and
that she was “deeply moved” by
support for the Diamond Jubilee.
The Queen was met by crowds at
King’s Lynn Town Hall before going
to Dersingham Infant and Nursery
School.
Gun salutes were held around the
UK, including in London and
Edinburgh. The main celebrations
for her anniversary will be in
June.The Queen, 85, usually
spends Accession Day - the day her

father, George VI, died in 1952 -
privately but this year has the two
engagements in Norfolk.
Two official photographs were
released and a 41-gun salute was
held in Hyde Park, London, followed
by a 62-gun salute at the Tower of
London.There was also a 21-gun
Royal Salute at Edinburgh Castle at
noon.
At the end of the Queen’s tour,
pupils at Dersingham Infants gath-
ered in the school hall for a musical
performance where she was the
guest of honour.
Head teacher Gayle Platt said the
visit had been “incredible” and she
felt “very, very privileged”.
“We’ve made the day a big occa-
sion for the children that will con-
tinue now the Queen’s gone,” she
said.
During her reign, Queen Elizabeth II
has seen 11 UK prime ministers
come and go, with David Cameron
her 12th.
Mr Cameron praised the “magnifi-
cent service” given by the Queen
and called her a “source of wisdom
and continuity”.
“With experience, dignity and quiet
authority she has guided and united
our nation and the Commonwealth
over six varied decades,” he said.
Among the crowds waiting for the
Queen in King’s Lynn was Laura
Skrzynski, who travelled from Lon-
don.
She said: “I love that the monarchy
is above politics and feel that the
Queen represents that best of all.
“She stands for integrity and respect
and I am inspired by her faith. She
has been a constant through all our
lives.”
Members of the Church of England
General Synod, its national assem-
bly, stood to sing the first verse of
the National Anthem before giving
unanimous approval to a loyal
address marking the Queen’s 60
years on the throne.
Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Rowan
Williams said the Queen’s position
was “not a secular office but a
Christian one”.

Paying tribute to the monarch and
her father, George VI, he told the
Church’s national assembly: “The
Diamond Jubilee celebrates much
more than the length of Her
Majesty’s reign, though that is
remarkable in itself. She has been
our Queen for as long as most of us
can remember.
“None of us can imagine what it
would be like to hold the same
office for 60 years - Her Majesty’s
life is one in which the privilege
accorded by birth has been richly
earned by generous service.”
Meanwhile, former prime minister
Sir John Major has formally
launched the Queen Elizabeth
Diamond Jubilee Trust to help those
in need across the Commonwealth.
He will chair the grant-making body,
which will focus on areas such as
fighting curable diseases and the
promotion of education and culture.
A set of six 1st class definitive
stamps, all of which feature official
portraits of the Queen, are also
being issued to mark the monarch’s
milestone.

Moya Greene, Royal Mail’s chief
executive, said: “The Queen’s
image is one of the most
recognisable in the world and we
are delighted to bring these iconic
images together to mark the 60th
anniversary of the Queen’s
accession.”The Diamond Jubilee
Miniature Sheet marks the first

occasion on which official images of
the monarch, sourced from stamps,
coins and banknotes, have been
brought together for a stamp issue.
The Queen’s 60 years as monarch
are set to be marked by a series of
regional, national and international
events during 2012, culminating in a
four-day long UK Bank Holiday
weekend in June.
There will be a service of thanksgiv-
ing at St Paul’s Cathedral in June
and a formal carriage procession by
the Queen.

The Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh also intend to travel as
widely as possible across the UK.
Other members of the Royal Family
will visit the 15 other countries
where the Queen is head of state,
as well as some other Common-
wealth countries.
In her message to mark the anniver-
sary, the Queen said: “I am writing
to thank you for the wonderful
support and encouragement that
you have given to me and Prince
Philip over these years and to tell
you how deeply moved we have
been to receive so many kind mes-
sages about the Diamond Jubilee.
“In this special year, as I dedicate
myself anew to your service, I hope
we will all be reminded of the power
of togetherness and the convening
strength of family, friendship and
good neighbourliness, examples of
which I have been fortunate to see
throughout my reign and which my
family and I look forward to seeing
in many forms as we travel through-
out the United Kingdom and the
wider Commonwealth.”

Myanmar
panel says
Suu Kyi can
run for
Parliament
An elections panel Monday affirmed
opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi’s candidacy for Myanmar’s
Parliament in another step toward
political openness in a country
emerging from nearly a half-century
of iron-fisted military rule.
A victory in the April 1 by-elections
would be historic. Suu Kyi could
have a voice in Parliament for the
first time after spending most of the
last two decades under house
arrest.
The Nobel Peace Prize laureate
announced her intention last month
to run in the April elections but was
waiting for official approval from the
Elections Commission, which said it
had to scrutinize her eligibility.
A National League for Democracy
spokesman confirmed the commis-
sion had approved her candidacy.
“There is no objection to her nomi-
nation and we can say that her
candidacy is officially accepted,”
Nyan Win said.
Government agencies in Myanmar
normally don’t announce their
actions directly, but the government
gazette is expected to disclose the
official decision later.
Myanmar’s nominally civilian gov-
ernment took office last March and
has surprised even some of the
country’s toughest critics by releas-
ing hundreds of political prisoners,
signing cease-fire deals with ethnic
rebels, increasing media freedoms
and easing censorship laws.
Myanmar’s government hopes the
rapid changes will prompt the lifting
of economic sanctions imposed
under the junta’s rule. Western
governments and the United Na-

tions have said they will review the
sanctions only after gauging
whether the April polls are carried
out freely and fairly.
Suu Kyi’s party won a sweeping
victory in the 1990 general election
but the junta refused to honor the
results. Even if the National League
for Democracy party wins all 48
seats being contested, it will have
minimal power. The 440-seat lower
house of Parliament is heavily
weighted with military appointees
and allies of the former junta.
Suu Kyi will run for a seat repre-
senting Kawhmu, a poor district
south of Yangon where villagers’
livelihoods were devastated by
Cyclone Nargis in 2008.
Copyright 2012 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved. This
material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

African Union:
Ban Ki-moon
urges respect
for gay rights

United Nations Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon has urged African

Greeks reject ‘impossible’
German plan for budget veto
Greece has rejected outright German proposals for the EU to hold power
over its budget. Culture Minister Pavlos Yeroulanos told the BBC it would
be “impossible” for Greece to cede control of its tax and spending pow-
ers. There are concerns the measures Greece has taken to cut its bud-
get deficit have not gone far enough.
Meanwhile, Greece and its private creditors are close to a deal to cut
dramatically the country’s debt levels.
Charles Dallara and Jean Lemierre, representing the creditors, said on
Saturday they were “close to the finalisation” of a deal that would see
banks and investors write off about 50% of money they are owed.
They said a deal, which is necessary for Greece to receive much-needed
further bailout funds, should be agreed this week.
On Sunday, Greek Prime Minister Lucas Papademos said he and his
coalition partners were in “complete agreement” over the positions to
adopt in the talks, both with private creditors and with the EU and Inter-
national Monetary Fund officials over any subsequent bailout.
He said delays in cutting Greece’s budget deficit had led to demands for
greater austerity measures.
‘Red line’

Greek officials reacted angrily to the leaked German proposal for an EU
budget commissioner with veto powers over Greek taxes and spending.
“It’s going to be impossible for the Greek government to accept such a
deal - I don’t think it would be supported by any of the heads of the
parties that are involved in the coalition,” said Mr Yeroulanos.
“We have been giving up quite a bit, but I think sovereignty is a red line
that no-one would dare cross.
“I would rather resign as a minister than allow anybody to tell us the way
we should be spending our money.”
Earlier, Greek government spokesman Pantelis Kapsis told the BBC that
Greece’s budget was “the responsibility of the Greek government and
there is no need for such measures”.
He said a similar idea had been raised before and should be avoided.
“We have gone a long way in reducing our deficit and are on the right
track,” he added.
Under the German proposal, a budget commissioner would have veto
powers over Greek budgetary measures if they were not in line with
targets set by international lenders.
Greece would also legally commit itself to servicing its debt, before
spending any money in any other way.
Debt deal
Mr Kapsis also said the discussions between Greece and its private
creditors had gone well and the two parties were “close to an agree-
ment”.
Athens is negotiating with the Institute of International Finance (IIF),
which represents Greece’s private creditors. The main sticking point in
the discussions is the interest rate that Greece will pay on newly-issued
bonds that will replace its existing debts.
The IIF said last week it wants no less than 4%, while Athens, backed by
eurozone finance ministers, wants the rate to be well below 3.5%.
Agreeing a deal is a precondition of receiving further bailout funds from
the European Commission, the European Central Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF).
Greece needs these funds to pay back more than 14.5bn ($19.2bn;
£12.2bn) euros of debt which needs to repayed in March.
If a deal is not agreed, Greece could decide itself what, if anything, to
repay its creditors.
This so-called disorderly default would undermine confidence in the
eurozone economy and its banking system.
Some analysts believe it could result in Greece being forced to give up
the euro.
European leaders are attending a summit on Monday as part of their
continuing attempts to resolve the crisis.
They are looking to forge closer economic ties between member states
by agreeing the details of a treaty imposing strict rules on government
spending.
They are also trying to agree the details of a permanent eurozone bailout
fund, the European Financial Stability Mechanism, to deal with sovereign
debt crises in the future.

leaders to respect gay rights.
Discrimination based on sexual
orientation had been ignored or
even sanctioned by many states for
too long, Mr Ban told an African
Union summit.
Homosexuality is illegal in many
African countries - a situation which
has drawn increasing criticism from
activists and the West.
Mr Ban also said the Arab Spring
proved leaders “must listen to their
people”.
The two-day summit, in the AU’s
new building in the Ethiopian capital
Addis Ababa, is set to elect a new
AU Commission chair.
South Africa has put forward long-
serving minister Nkosozana Dlamini
Zuma - the ex-wife of President
Jacob Zuma - to challenge the
incumbent, Jean Ping of Gabon,
who has been in post since 2008.
If Ms Zuma wins Monday’s vote, she
will be the first woman to take the
helm of the 54-nation bloc’s execu-
tive council.
The AU has already chosen Benin
President Thomas Boni Yayi to
become AU chairman - replacing
Equatorial Guinea President
Teodoro Obiang Nguema in the
one-year rotating post, the AFP
news agency quotes officials as
saying.
Chinese-built HQ

Ban Ki-moon told delegates that
discrimination based on sexual
orientation or gender identity
“prompted governments to treat
people as second class citizens or
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Bashar Al Assad emails leaked,
tips for ABC interview revealed

In part one of the Haaretz expose of emails leaked from the account of the Syrian president’s media adviser, Assad is
told, ahead of interview with Barbara Walters, that the ‘American psyche can be easily manipulated.’
Hundreds of emails from Syrian President Bashar Assad’s office were leaked after an attack by the hacker group Anony-
mous. One of the email files, which Haaretz has obtained, was a document preparing Assad for his December 2011
interview with ABC’s Barbara Walters.
The attack took place overnight Sunday and the target was the mail server of the Syrian Ministry of Presidential Affairs.
Some 78 inboxes of Assad’s aides and advisers were hacked and the password that some used was “12345”. Among
those whose email was exposed were the Minister of Presidential Affairs Mansour Fadlallah Azzam and Assad’s media
adviser, Bouthaina Shaaban.
Assad’s TV interview with Walters was memorable for his repeated denials that Syrian citizens were being killed. “We
don’t kill our people ... no government in the world kills its people, unless it’s led by a crazy person,” Assad told Walters.
About 10 days before the interview, Sheherazad Jaafari - a press attache at the Syrian mission to the United Nations -
sent a long email to former Al Jazeera journalist Luna Chebel, who now works in Assad’s bureau. She also sent the email
to an aide of Shaaban’s. Jaafari, who was involved in arranging the interview with Walters, also happens to be the daugh-
ter of the Syrian ambassador to the UN, Dr. Bashar Jaafari.
Hello dear,
Please let me know if you need anything else.
Barbara will be here on the 2nd and the interview will be on the 4th because she is leaving on the 6th so that would give
you some time to do the editing.
Thank you.
After doing a major research on the American Media’s coverage on the Syrian issue and the American Society’s perspec-
tive of what is happening on the Syrian ground, I have concluded some important points that might be helpful for the

preparation of the upcoming interview with Barbara Walters.
I based my research on online articles written about the Syrian issue, my personal contacts with the American journalists,
my father and Syrian expatriates in the States.
The Major points and dimensions that has been mentioned a lot in the American media are:
The Violence:
 * The idea of violence has been one of the major subjects brought up in every article. They use the phrases “the Syrian
government is killing its own people”, “Tanks have been used in many cities”, “airplanes have been used to suppress the
peaceful demonstrations” and “Security forces are criminals and bloody”.
Bloodshed:
Bloodshed is another subject brought up in the American media. There is no mention of how many “soldiers and security
forces have been killed”. They think that bloodshed is done by the government to attack the “innocent civilians” and
“peaceful demonstrators”.
Mentioning “armed groups” in the interview is extremely important and we can use “American and British articles” to prove
that there are “armed gangs”.
Reform:
· The American audience doesn’t really care about reforms. They won’t understand it and they are not interested to do so.
Thus, a brief mention of the reforms done in the past couple of months is more than enough.
· It is very important to mention the huge economical and political transformation that Syria has gone through in the last 11
years. Somehow, there needs to be a clariûcation that reform started since H.E took the oûce.
Mistakes:
· It is hugely important and worth mentioning that “mistakes” have been done in the beginning of the crises because we
did not have a well-organized “police force”.
American Psyche can be easily manipulated when they hear that there are “mistakes” done and now we are “ûxing it”. Its
worth mentioning also what is happening now in Wall Street and the way the demonstrations are been suppressed by
police men, police dogs and beatings.
Torture Policy:
“Syria doesn’t have a policy to torture people” unlike the USA, where there are courses and schools that specializes in
teaching police men and oûcers how to torture criminals and “outlaws”. For instace, “the electric chair and killing through
injecting an overdose amount of medicine”…etc.
*We can use Abu Ghraib in Iraq as an example.
· The comments that follow any article in the American Media are a very important tool to use in the interview. The Ameri-
cans now believe that their government has failed two wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. They are asking their government to
stop interfering in other countries businesses and sovereignty and to start taking care of the American internal issues.
Obama popularity’s decline and incline through the past 3 years:
· It is worth mentioning that when Obama asked H.E to step down he himself have had a 70% decrease of his popularity
in the States.
· It would be worth mentioning how your personality has been attacked and praised in the last decade according to the
media. At one point H.E was viewed as a hero and in other times H.E was the “bad guy”. Americans love these kinds of
things and get convinced by it.
Facebook and You tube:
This is very important to the American mindset. The fact that Facebook and youtube are open now-especially during the
crises- is important.
The International media:
· We should mention that in the ûrst month the international media was allowed in Syria.
Both  al Jazeera and al Arabia’s oûces were open but when they started to manipulate what is happening and “make up
facts”, the Syrian government became more cautious about who will enter the country.
10) Civil war in Syria and the neighboring countries:
We can use Noland and Hillary’s statements encouraging armed groups to not give up their weapons as a “clear” way of
asking for a civil war in Syria.
The opposition:
* a brief mention of the opposition “ûgures”. Syria doesn’t have an opposition leader with a “ready” agenda; they are all
from the previous generation. The opposition was asked to meet by the Syrian government but most of them refused to
attend.
Key Points:
The government’s crackdown, the bloody regime, civil war, security forces and violence, Tanks, you tube torture clips,
Pres. Assad IGNORES the bloodshed and the “help” of other countries and the Arab League”, Army defectors, Robert
Fords return to the US for “Security reasons”, Syria is an authoritarian government.
The Broadcasting hours and channels:
· The interview will be broadcast across ABC News platforms – including World News, Good Morning America, This Week,
ABC Radio, a full edition of Nightline, and full-length treatment across the digital space (for ABC News this now includes
Yahoo as well – which means you can reach as many as 100 million people. ABC News and Yahoo recently joined forces
– which is another reason why so many people now bring their interviews to us).
The exact dates/times for all these broadcasts depends on when the interview is done.
This is all ABC News - every platform. The entire interview would run on ABC News Digital; “Nightline”
2 von 3 06.02.2012 05:15will devote an entire broadcast; “World News” at least one night, maybe two; “Good Morning
America”

a segment; “This Week” a segment. And so on.

even criminals”.

“Confronting

these discriminations is a challenge,
but we must not give up on the
ideas of the universal declaration
(of human rights)”.
Homosexual acts are illegal in most
African countries, including key
Western allies such as Uganda,
Nigeria, Kenya, Egypt and
Botswana.
Both the US and UK have recently
warned they would use foreign aid
to push for homosexuality to be
decriminalised on the socially con-
servative continent.
The Arab Spring, Mr Ban noted, was
a “reminder that leaders must listen
to their people”.
“Events proved that repression is
dead. Police power is no match to
people power seeking dignity and
justice,” he said.
He also called on the leaders of
Sudan and South Sudan to reach
agreement on how to divide up their
oil wealth. Some analysts warn the
feud risks seeing a return to all-out
conflict.
‘Nuisance’

Delegates are meeting in the new
$200m (£127m) AU headquarters,
funded and built by China, which
was officially opened.
The 100m tall building - which
dominates the Addis skyline - is a
“testimony” to the growing relation-
ship between China and Africa,
project co-ordinator Fantalum
Michael said.
It is the first summit since the death
of Libya’s Colonel Gaddafi, who
played a key role in the formation of
the African Union.
As well as the growing tension
between Sudan and South Sudan,
the war in Somalia and the escalat-
ing violence in Nigeria are also
expected to be discussed during the
summit.

Facebook’s
new tool to
tell you your
‘real friends’

Social

networking giant Facebook has
introduced a new tool to help users
decide who their real friends are,
and who is just an acquaintance. 
The social networking site intro-
duced “Close Friends” and “Ac-
quaintances” lists last year. 
Now, by monitoring users’ online
interaction, the site will automati-
cally suggest a list of friends who
have not been contacted in a while
to be demoted to ‘acquaintances,’
The New York Daily News reports. 
On hitting the ‘add to acquaintan-
ces’ button, you will still be
Facebook “friends” with that person,
and they will never find out that
they’ve been downgraded. 
You will just see fewer of their posts
in your feed, the report said. You
can also keep acquaintances from
getting all of your life updates in the
future. 
When you are sharing something
new on Facebook, hit the button to
the left of “Post” in the lower right-
hand corner of the update box, it
should say “Public” or “Friends,”
depending on your default settings,
the choose “Friends except Ac-
quaintances.” 
Though the acquaintance list fea-
ture has existed since last fall,
Facebook has just started recom-
mending “friends” you might not
want to hear from for a while. 
According to the report, to use this

feature, one has to navigate to the
“Friends” page, select the “Acquain-
tances” list, and then click on “See
All Suggestions.”
Social Networking giant 
Facebook has introduced a new tool
to help users decide who their real
friends are, and who is just an
acquaintance. 
The social networking site intro-
duced “Close Friends” and “Ac-
quaintances” lists last year. 
Now, by monitoring
users’ online interaction, the site will
automatically suggest a list of
friends who have not been con-
tacted in a while to be demoted to
‘acquaintances,’ The New York
Daily News reports. 
On hitting the ‘add to acquaintan-
ces’ button, you will still be
Facebook “friends” with that person,
and they will never find out that
they’ve been downgraded. 
You will just see fewer of their posts
in your feed, the report said. You
can also keep acquaintances from
getting all of your life updates in the
future. 
When you are sharing something
new on Facebook, hit the button to
the left of “Post” in the lower right-
hand corner of the update box, it
should say “Public” or “Friends,”
depending on your default settings,
the choose “Friends except Ac-
quaintances.” 
Though the acquaintance list fea-
ture has existed since last fall,
Facebook has just started recom-
mending “friends” you might not
want to hear from for a while. 
According to the report, to use this
feature, one has to navigate to the
“Friends” page, select the “Acquain-
tances” list, and then click on “See
All Suggestions.”

Twitter
Launches Self-
Serve
Advertising for
Small
Businesses

Twitter

announced on Tuesday that a select
group of small business can begin
using its self-serve advertising
platform to create promoted tweets
and promoted accounts.
All of the companies with initial
access to these promoted products
will be American Express merchants
and cardmembers. The credit card
company partnered with Twitter to

launch the new platform, offering
early access to its customers and a
$100 credit for free advertising to
the first 10,000 businesses to sign
up. American Express will notify the
first batch of small business who
have access to the platform starting
Tuesday, and the number of eligible
businesses will increase throughout
the next weeks.
Promoted Accounts suggest a
brand’s Twitter account to users
with interests similar to those who
are already following the brand.
Promoted Tweets take an existing
tweet from a brand’s account that is
inspiring a lot of engagement and
promotes it in search results. Small
business pay only when their ac-
count is followed or someone en-
gages with their promoted tweet.
Twitter launched a self-serve adver-
tising platform in November with just
a “handful of advertisers,” but it
remains closed to most businesses.
It’s no surprise American Express
stepped in to help promote the new
option to small businesses. The
company has launched Twitter-
based promotions in the past, and it
has been aggressively pursuing
partnerships with other social net-
works as well. A Facebook program
called “Link, Like, Love,” for in-
stance, tailors offers to what
cardmembers Liked on Facebook. A
partnership with Foursquare that
launched in June rewards users
with loyalty card-like credit when
they check in.
Twitter is a private company and
doesn’t disclose its advertising
revenue, but an eMarketer estimate
suggests Twitter’s overall revenues
— most of which come from adver-
tising — will total $259.9 million this
year.

Canada and
China next
steps could
include free
trade deal
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s
trade mission to China is still cel-
ebrating its new two-way investment
deal, but Thursday also brought
hints that the “deepening” economic
relationship won’t stop there, and
could eventually lead to some kind
of free trade deal between the two
countries.
This spring, Canada and China will
wrap up a joint study identifying
areas in each economy where
eliminating trade barriers would be
most productive. Then, the two
sides will begin “exploratory discus-
sions on deepening trade and
economic relations.”
“We are well ahead of the trade
objectives that were set during your
visit to Canada in 2010,” Harper told
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FORBES WORLD'S BILLIONAIRES 2012

The World's Billionaires list is a

yearly ranking of the world’s

richest people. Forbes evaluates

billionaires stakes in public and

private companies, their real estate,

yachts, planes, car collections, art,

jewelry and other assets. Forbes

also factors in debt.

Forbes began the authoritative

pursuit of the world’s billionaires 25

years ago. Our first cut yielded 140

names with ten-figure fortunes (24

of whom are still in the ranks). Since

then the clubhouse has added a few

wings. This year we’ve counted

1,226 billionaires, an all-time high.

At a record $4.6 trillion, the group’s

combined net worth is up 2%. The

average worth of a Forbes Billion-

aire is $3.7 billion.

The big story this year is churn.

There were almost as many list

members who lost wealth (441) as

there were who gained it (460).

Only 180 held steady. Innovation, a

rebounding Dow and vibrant IPO

markets helped mint 128 new

names, such as Glencore’s Ivan

Glasenberg (No. 125) and Tesla’s

Elon Musk (No. 634). Slumping

commodities and Asian markets

knocked 117 out of the ranks. An-

other 12 members from the 2011 list

passed away, including buyout titan

Teddy Forstmann and Apple’s Steve

Jobs, whose wife Laurene Powell

Jobs takes his spot. In total, there

was a net increase of 16 billion-

aires, up from 1210 in 2011.

20 images Photos: Billionaire New-

comers 2012 Li Ka-Shing's Midas

Touch Russell Flannery Russell

Flannery Forbes Staff Video:

Spanx's Sara Blakely Turns $5,000

Into A Billion There are now billion-

aires from 58 countries including

ones from Peru, Morocco and Geor-

gia. The U.S. is still home to more

billionaires than any other nation,

with 425, a dozen more than a year

ago. Russia and mainland China

follow behind. They have 96 and 95,

respectively, down from 101 and

115. The BRIC nations, which were

such a force of wealth creation a

year ago, have 26 fewer ten-figure

fortunes, with only Brazil adding to

its bounty.

Carlos Slim Helú of Mexico tops the

ranks for the third year in a row, but

the gap between him and Bill Gates

is closing again. His fortune, at $69

billion, is down $5 billion. He was

one of 7 in the top 20 whose for-

tunes slipped, including Warren

Buffett and Larry Ellison.

Meanwhile Gates, whose foundation

helped wipe out polio in India,

added$5 billion to his pile and is

now up to $61 billion as Microsoft

shares hit a ten-year high. Amancio

Ortega, the man behind fast fashion

chain Zara, moved into the top 5,

despite having stepped down as

chairman last year. India’s Lakshmi

Mittal, who runs the world’s largest

steel company, ArcelorMittal, was

the biggest loser. His fortune plum-

Chitra Singh Rajput

Pakistan bans Ahle Sunnah
Wal Jamaat Islamist group

Pakistan’s government has issued orders banning the country’s
largest Islamic extremist group. Ahle Sunnah Wal Jamaat was

first banned in 2002 by then Pakistasni leader Gen Pervez Musharraf.
Activists from the pro-al-Qaeda group formerly known as the Sipah-e-
Sahaba (SSP), or Soldiers of the Companions of the Prophet, have
been convicted of killing hundreds of Shia Muslims.
The head of the group described the ban as preposterous.

Other minorities, security targets and embassies have also been

targeted by members of the group.

The group has also recently been in the forefront of an alliance of

extremist groups calling for an end to the country’s relationship with

the US, the Defence of Pakistan Council (Difa).

‘Preposterous’

The notification ordering the ban was issued to relevant security

departments two weeks ago but no public announcement has yet

been made.

The interior ministry’s order says the organisation has been banned

for what it calls its “concerns in terrorism.

Despite repeated attempts to contact Rahman Malik, the country’s

interior minister, he was unavailable for comment.

But the head of the Ahle Sunnah Wal Jamaat group, Maulana

Mohammad Ahmed Ludhianvi, told that the group intended to chal-

lenge the order in court.

“It’s taken us so long so rein in our activists - it will become very

difficult to control their emotions if the ban is enforced,” he said.

Militant attacks

After the last ban, many of the organisation’s activists went under-

ground and allied themselves with other militant groups to carry out

attacks across Pakistan.

The SSP has always maintained that these activists joined a splinter

faction of the group called Lashkar-e-Jhangvi.

But security officials in Pakistan and beyond maintain that the groups

are one and the same.

They allege that beneath the guise of Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, the SSP

has been behind most of the major militants attacks in Pakistan,

including the assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto.

The group is also said to be responsible for the continuing killing of

members of the country’s minority communities, particularly Shia,

across Pakistan.

Recently, however, the group has attempted a kind of rehabilitation -

renaming itself Ahle Sunnah Wal Jamaat and trying to act like a

mainstream political party.

As part of the Defence of Pakistan Council, it has held rallies in all of

the country’s major cities - including Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi -

and calling on the government to cut off all ties with the US and the

West. The largest rally was recently held in Karachi. Afterwards, the

US State Department called on the Pakistan government to implement

bans on such groups, in particular Jamaat-ud-Dawa.

It said the group was a front for Lashkar-e-Taiba, which was held

responsible for the November 2008 attacks on India’s business capi-

tal, Mumbai.

Although the Jamaat-ud-Dawa remains absent from the order, it

appears some of the US pressure has paid off.

“American and pro-American elements are afraid of the Difa and have

orchestrated this ban,” Maulana Ludhianvi says.

“In essence, whoever enforces the ban is enforcing their will on Paki-

stan,” he added, pledging that he would never allow that to happen.
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2012 Top 10 Billionaires
Name Net worth ($) Age Citizenship Source(s) of wealth

1 Carlos Slim $69.0 billion 72 Mexico Telmex, América

Móvil, Grupo Carso

2 Bill Gates $61.0 billion 56  US Microsoft

3 W. Buffett $44.0 billion 81  US Berkshire Hathaway

4 B.Arnault $41.0 billion 63  France LVMH Moët

Hennessy Louis Vuitton

5 Amancio Ortega $37.5 billion 75  Spain Inditex Group

6 Lawrence Ellison $36.0 billion 67  US Oracle Corporation

7 Eike Batista $30.0 billion 55  Brazil EBX Group

8 Stefan Persson $26.0 billion 64  Sweden H&M

9 Li Ka-shing $25.5 billion 83  Hong Kong Cheung Kong Holdings

10 Karl Albrecht $25.4 billion 92  Germany Aldi

meted by $10.4 billion, knocking

him out of the top 10 for the first

time since 2004. He is ranked

No. 21. That left an opening for

Hong Kong’s Li Ka-shing, now

ranked no. 9, who reclaims title

of richest Asian for the first time

since 2004, despite a $500

million drop in his own net worth.

There are lots of ingenious ways to

make fortunes, not the least of

which is using a popular brand to

cater to a world full of consumers.

Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg is

worth $17.5 billion, up $4 billion

from a year ago; he may be worth

far more once Facebook goes

public this spring. Notable newcom-

ers with stellar brands include Kevin

Plank, founder of sportswear maker

Under Armour, and Sara Blakely,

with her Spanx line of newfangled

girdles. Blakely, 41, is the world’s

youngest self-made woman billion-

aire. Another notable woman in the

ranks is Miuccia Prada, who returns

to the list after a six-year absence.

Two American immigrants to make

their debut are the Jacksonville

Jaguars’ Shahid Khan, who came

from Pakistan when he was 16 and

is the first minority immigrant owner

of an NFL team, and 5-hour

Energy’s Manoj Bhargava, who

emigrated as a boy from India.

We hope you get some inspiration

from a planet’s worth of entrepre-

neurs, tycoons and working heirs.

We also offer some perspective in

our 25th anniversary retrospective,

highlighting the ups and downs, but

mostly ups, of  the world’s wealthi-

est through the years.

More than 50 reporters in 16 coun-

tries worked on compiling the list

this year, valuing individuals’ public

holdings, private companies, real

estate, yachts, art and cash. Net

worths were locked in using stock

prices and exchange rates from

Feb. 14. Click here for more on our

methodology.

Pakistan has at least 100 nuclear weapons!
Afer Osama bin Laden was killed last May, Pakistan's army chief General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani summoned retired Lieutenant General Khalid

Kidwai to his office. Kidwai heads Pakistan's Strategic Plans Division, which is the central authority to protect Pakistan's nuclear arsenal. Some
Western observers rate Kidwai highly and believe his professionalism has averted a catastrophe thus far. According to an account in The Atlantic,
Kayani did not want to know if Pakistan's nuclear weapons - which number at least 100 by most accounts -- was protected from the jihadis. The gen-
eral wanted to know if Kidwai could assure him that Pakistan's nuclear weapons was safe from any likely American assault in the aftermath of the
tense standoff following bin Laden's death. Kidwai, The Atlantic noted, told Kayani -- who incidentally superseded him when he became army chief --
that the Strategic Plans Division was 'focused on rooting out American and Indian spies from the Pakistan nuclear weapons complex.'
Before he flew to Seoul for the Nuclear Security Summit, Kidwai, Pakistan's Ambassador to China Masood Khan, who is his country's chief negotiator
on nuclear security, and other senior officials and generals briefed Yousaf Reza Gilani on Pakistan's nuclear security which the prime minister later
declared was 'excellent.' Despite that endorsement, six of Pakistan's known 15 nuclear installations have come under attack from the jihadis at differ-
ent times, US Congresswoman Michele Bachmann revealed last year. On Saturday, a senior Indian government official told reporters, "Pakistan's
nuclear programme gives us very little confidence that it will remain secure."  One big concern, the official felt, was the "insider threat," the fear that
someone in Pakistan's vast nuclear establishment would be involved in the theft of nuclear material and hand it over to terrorists.
Soon after 9/11, the US discovered that two Pakistani nuclear scientists, Dr Sultan Bashiruddin Mahmood and Dr Chaudhary Abdul Majeed, had met
with Al Qaeda leaders many times since the two men founded an organisation -- the Ummah Tameer-e-Nau -- to aid development and relief in Afghani-
stan since June 2000.
The Pervez Musharraf regime scoffed when the Americans highlighted their concerns, but caved in later and picked up both men, kept them in prison
for several months and supposedly tried to detect the extent of their involvement with Al Qaeda. The Washington Post reported on December 12, 2001
that a month before 9/11 both nuclear scientists had had 'long discussions' with Al Qaeda about nuclear, chemical and biological weapons. One of the
men Mahmood and Majeed met was Osama bin Laden who wanted their help in building a nuclear weapon.
Though Mahmood had led a large reactor project and there was damning evidence about their dubious roles, both men were eventually released
without charges being pressed against them. Mahmood and Majid were allowed to fade from view into retirement, and no one to this day knows if the
know-how they provided Al Qaeda is floating somewhere in that organisation's archives, waiting for that moment when it is in possession of sufficient
nuclear material.
Mahmood believed Pakistan's nuclear know-how was the property of not his country, but the entire Muslim world, the Ummah, which he was so ob-
sessed with. No one knows for certain if any of the 70,000 people estimated to be employed at Pakistan's nuclear complex -- including 7,500 scien-
tists, 2,000 of whom have the critical expertise to build a bomb -- share Mahmood's views. General Khalid Kidwai has claimed his Strategic Plans
Division screens all employees and new applicants, monitors their bank accounts and foreign trips regularly, and follows up on meetings they could
have with anyone classified as an extremist. According to The News newspaper, Pakistan's defence ministry says it is training 8,000 'handpicked
officers and men who are physically robust, mentally sharp and equipped with modern weapons' to protect its nuclear arsenal.
The Pakistanis, who are as slick with their messages as snake-oil salesmen are, also claim that their command and control over its nuclear weapons
is based on something dubbed as 'C4I2SR': Command. Control. Communication. Computers. Intelligence. Information. Surveillance. Reconnaissance
(The News). But Pakistan's nuclear security is designed at the wrong threat. Over and over, General Kidwai has highlighted that his country's n-arse-
nal is hidden in underground facilities which the Indians and Americans have no clue about.  The Indians and the Americans, it appears, are what the
general mostly worries about, not an insider in the Pakistani nuclear establishment who believes that an atomic bomb, no matter how crude, should be
used against the enemies of Islam.
In his feature for The Atlantic, Jeffrey Goldberg noted how Pakistan transported its nuclear material in unmarked, everyday, vehicles; this, the Paki-
stanis believe, provides greater security rather than an obvious military convoy which could come under attack from that nation's many terrorist
groups. But who is to ensure that the information about such transportation remains confidential and is not passed onto inimical forces by
sympathisers in the nuclear establishment (hence, the fictional scenario outlined in the first slide of this feature).
As the Belfer Center noted about Pakistan in its report 'Securing The Atom', 'Despite extensive security measures, there's a very real possibility that
sympathetic insiders might carry out or assist in a nuclear theft or that a sophisticated outsider attack (possibly with insider help) could overwhelm the
defences.'
After the end of the Cold War, America obsessed about the nuclear material and weapons floating about in the old Soviet Union and spent billions of
dollars these last 20 years to successfully (so far, at least) prevent it from falling into the hands of terrorists.
Pakistan has a combustible, lethal mix -- over a hundred nuclear weapons; plenty of spent fuel (all it needs is between 40 and 50 kilos of Highly En-
riched Uranium to build a crude gun-type atomic device); scientists with the knowledge and likely sympathies that could easily be used to help build a
bomb if the nuclear material was available and, of course, the most intelligent and sinister terror networks operating anywhere in the world.
The second Nuclear Security Summit, which opens in Seoul on Monday, will, unfortunately issue a bland communique with no specific mention of the
most dangerous threat to the existence of the world as we know it -- the risks posed by Pakistan's unsecured nuclear programme.
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Egyptian revolution
The 2011–2012 Egyptian revolution took place following a popular uprising that began on Tuesday, 25 January
2011 and is still continuing as of February 2012. The upris-
ing was mainly a campaign of non-violent civil resistance,
which featured a series ofdemonstrations, marches, acts
of civil disobedience, and labour strikes. Millions of protest-
ers from a variety of socio-economic and religious back-
grounds demanded the overthrow of the regime of Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak. Despite being predominantly
peaceful in nature, the revolution was not without violent
clashes between security forces and protesters, with at
least 846 people killed and 6,000 injured. The uprising took
place in Cairo, Alexandria, and in other cities in Egypt,
following the Tunisian revolution that resulted in the over-
throw of the long-time Tunisian president. On 11 February,
following weeks of determined popular protest and pres-
sure, Mubarak resigned from office.
Grievances of Egyptian protesters were focused on legal and political issues including police brutality, state of
emergency laws, lack of free elections andfreedom of speech, uncontrollable corruption, and economic issues
including high unemployment, food price inflation, and low minimum wages. The primary demands from protest
organizers were the end of the Hosni Mubarak regime and the end of emergency law; freedom, justice, a re-
sponsive non-military government, and a say in the management of Egypt’s resources. Strikes bylabour
unions added to the pressure on government officials.
During the uprising the capital city of Cairo was described as “a war zone,” and the port city of Suez was the
scene of frequent violent clashes. The government imposed a curfew that protesters defied and that the police
and military did not enforce. The presence of Egypt’s Central Security Forces police, loyal to Mubarak, was
gradually replaced by largely restrained military troops. In the absence of police, there was looting by gangs that
opposition sources said were instigated by plainclothes police officers. In response, watch groups were
organised by civilians to protect neighbourhoods.
International response to the protests was initially mixed, though most called for peaceful actions on both sides
and moves toward reform. Most Western governments expressed concern about the situation. Many govern-
ments issued travel advisories and made attempts to evacuate their citizens from the country. The Egyptian
Revolution, along with Tunisian events, has influenced demonstrationsin other Arab countries
including Yemen, Bahrain, Jordan, Syria and Libya.
Mubarak dissolved his government and appointed military figure and former head of the Egyptian General
Intelligence Directorate Omar Suleiman as Vice-President in an attempt to quell dissent. Mubarak asked avia-
tion minister and former chief of Egypt’s Air Force, Ahmed Shafik, to form a new government. Mohamed
ElBaradeibecame a major figure of the opposition, with all major opposition groups supporting his role as a
negotiator for some form of transitional unity government. In response to mounting pressure, Mubarak an-
nounced he would not seek re-election in September.
On 11 February Vice President Omar Suleiman announced that Mubarak would be stepping down as president
and turning power over to the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces. On 24 May, Mubarak was ordered to stand
trial on charges of premeditated murder of peaceful protestors and, if convicted, could face the death penalty.
The military junta, headed by effective head of state Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, announced on 13 February that
the constitution would be suspended, both houses of parliament dissolved, and that the military would rule for
six months until elections could be held. The prior cabinet, including Prime Minister Ahmed Shafik, would con-
tinue to serve as a caretaker government until a new one is formed. Shafik resigned on 3 March, a day before
major protests to get him to step down were planned; he was replaced by Essam Sharaf, the former transport
minister.
Although Mubarak resigned, the protests have continued amid concerns about how long the military junta will
last in Egypt; some are afraid that the military will rule the country indefinitely.
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Chinese President Hu Jintao.
“It’s a great day,” International
Trade Minister Ed Fast told Cana-
dian reporters on the tour in Beijing,
but he tried to manage expectations
about the prospect of a formal free
trade deal.
“We’re not going to get ahead of
ourselves,” Fast said, portraying the
China trade strategy as just part of
Canada’s Asia-Pacific gateway
initiatives that are helpful “to allow
Canada to ensure its long-term
prosperity.”
“Our end game is to deepen our
trade relationship in one of our key
priority markets, which is China,”
Fast said.
At last November’s APEC Summit,
Canada appeared poised to join
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade
negotiations to lower and eliminate
trade barriers with other Asia-Pacific
countries. But China is not part of
those talks, so Canada must negoti-
ate separately with Asia’s biggest
economy.
$3B in commercial agreements
signed
For the second day in a row, Harper
presided over signing ceremonies
for commercial deals with the poten-
tial to keep that growth rolling
along.
“Together, the value of these 21
agreements is close to three billion
dollars,” Harper said in a speech to
the Canada-China business forum
at the close of his stop in Beijing.
“Two-way investment between
Canada and China has increased
by 700 per cent … in seven years,”
reported CBC senior correspondent
Terry Milewski, who is travelling with
the prime minister. “You can’t dis-
miss that as hype. That means that
this is, as International Trade Minis-
ter Ed Fast put it today, a watershed
moment in the enormous expansion
of trade between Canada and
China.”
Seventeen specific government-to-
government issues also were dealt
with over the past two days in areas
such as energy co-operation, hu-
man rights and agriculture.
A waitress pours tea for Laureen
Harper as Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper looks on during a
stop at the Yi Wan Ju restaurant in
Beijing on Thursday. The PM is on a
four-day trip to China. (Adrian Wyld/
Canadian Press)
“We have seen remarkable growth
in two-way investment, and trade,
people-to-people ties, and bilateral
co-operation during the last few
years,” Harper said.
“It is no accident, I think, that
Canada and China came through
the global recession avoiding the
severity of the financial, economic
and employment crises seen else-
where.”
China remains a distant No. 2 to the
U.S. in terms of trade volume with
Canada, Milewski said. “But with the
U.S. economy floundering and on
the way down, you have to wonder
when … China will become No. 1.”
Still, it could be a while before the
Canadian economy benefits from
the government-level co-operation,
as a number of announced plans
are incremental steps forward in
complex bilateral pacts.
Thursday’s agreements build on
Wednesday’s announcement of the
end of negotiations on a Foreign
Investment and Protection Agree-
ment (FIPA), which would make
investment in China less risky for
Canadian businesspeople currently
limited by unpredictable legal and
bureaucratic regimes in China.
Resource deals ‘important to
Canada’s prospects’
Among the highlights announce-
ments is a new export agreement

for Canadian uranium. China has
been prohibited from purchasing
Canadian yellowcake uranium, but
the new agreement calls on the
Chinese government to verify Cana-
dian uranium is used only for appro-
priate civilian purposes such
nuclear power generation, a cleaner
source of energy than the coal-fired
plants that continue to be built to
satisfy China’s growing appetite for
electricity.
Saskatoon-based Cameco can now
proceed with uranium supply agree-
ments signed in 2010, are worth up
to an estimated as $3 billion.
“What we’re doing here is being
noticed not just in our countries, but
more broadly,” Harper told a
roundtable of Canadian
businesspeople from the natural
resources sector. “Obviously from
our point of view what we can do in
resources is very important to this
country and to our prospects.”
Harper has repeatedly emphasized
the need for Canada to diversify its
markets for natural resource ex-
ports, crude oil in particular.
“Canadians don’t get full world
pricing for their crude oil selling into
one market alone [the U.S.]. By
being able to broaden that out, we
will,” Patrick Daniel, president and
CEO of Enbridge, told reporters
Thursday. “The value to Canada in
terms of tax revenue, royalty rev-
enue to individual producing com-
panies is huge. It’s in the billions of
dollars.”
“We can’t sell our most important
export at such a discount to the
world market,” Daniel added. “We
need a second market at least.”
Pandas to return to Canada
Among the cut and dried business
deals is at least one warm and
fuzzy development: the Chinese
government will allow Canada to
borrow a pair of pandas, according
to a joint statement released Thurs-
day.
The pair will go to the Toronto and
Calgary zoos for 10 years of col-
laborative research on conserva-
tion.
A formal announcement of the
pandas is expected Saturday when
Harper visits the city of Chongqing.
The joint statement came after
Harper met with Chinese President
Hu Jintao and Vice Premier Li
Keqiang.
Harper met with Chinese Premier
Wen Jiabao..
Relations between the leaders and
Harper were decidedly warmer than
the prime minister’s last visit in
2009, when Wen had chided him for
not coming sooner.
This time, the talks were full of
praise, with the chairman of China’s
national peoples congress, Wu
Banggou, touting the “rich and
productive program” for Harper’s
2012 visit.
“This is a tremendously exciting
time in Canada-China relations,”
Harper told Wu.
“You put a lot of value on Canada’s
relationship with China and are
strongly committed to promoting the
practical co-operation between our
two countries,” President Hu Jintao
told Harper. “I appreciate your
efforts.”

Malvinas
dispute
Argentine president Cristina
Fernandez gave instructions for the
formal complaint before the United
Nations accusing the United King-
dom of 'militarization' of the South
Atlantic and Malvinas Islands be
presented on Friday, according to a
release from the Argentine Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

 "Foreign Affairs minister Hector
Timerman will be meeting tomorrow
(Friday) with Ambassador Kodjo
Menan, President of the UN Secu-
rity Council to make the presenta-
tion of Argentina's complaint against
the militarization that UK is deploy-
ing from the Malvinas Islands in the
South Atlantic", says the official
release.
Timerman will also report personally
to the president of the UN General
Assembly Ambassador Nassir
Abdulaziz Al-Nasser and Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon of the iterated
violation by the UK of the almost
forty UN resolutions which call for a
dialogue between the UK and
Argentina to peacefully solve the
conflict born in 1833 with "the mili-
tary invasion of the Malvinas Is-
lands".
The Argentine minister also has
schedule meetings in the UN with
the president of the Decolonization
Committee, or C-14, Ambassador
Pedro Nuñez Mosquera and the
representatives from Colombia and
Guatemala, that currently represent
Latin America in the Security Coun-
cil.
The Argentine government has
strongly complained the fact that UK
will be deploying one of its most
modern Royal Navy vessels, Type
45 destroyer HMS Dauntless on
South Atlantic patrol, at the end of
the current Type 23 frigate HMS
Montrose tour.
Likewise it condemned the pres-
ence of Prince William who is in the
Falklands for six-weeks as part of
the routine deployment for helicop-
ter pilots and crews of the RAF
Search and Rescue service.

Anthony
Shadid died

Anthony Shadid, the Middle
East correspondent for The New
York Times who died Thursday of
natural causes while on a reporting
assignment in Syria, was, quite
simply, the best.
The quality and depth of his report-
ing from across the region,
particularly Iraq, was peerless,
leaving the rest of us regional
foreign correspondents stumbling in
his wake in rueful admiration of his
bravery, modesty, and innate talent.
Perhaps part of that talent came
from the fact that while he grew up
in America, he was of Lebanese
descent and thus had a cultural
affinity with the region he was
covering.
How well do you know the Middle
East? Take our geography quiz.
Although he began reporting from
the region from 1995, first with
the Associated Press in Cairo,
then The Boston Globe and The
Washington Post, it was in Iraq
where he rightly achieved renown.
Reading Anthony’s work, one
sensed that he had an ability to shut
himself off from the pressures of
deadlines and the demands for
instant analysis to take the time and
thought to patiently locate, extract,
and expose the soul of a story.
He did this with unforgettable and
moving portraits of individual people
attempting to cope with the rigors
and fears of life in post-2003 Iraq.
These elegantly written and nu-
anced reports, which became his
trademark, offered a far more com-
pelling and powerful insight into the
realities of Iraq than the pedestrian
daily accounts of the ebb and flow
of the conflict.
His two Pulitzer Prizes for Interna-
tional Reporting, awarded in 2004
and 2010, were justly deserved.
A series of firsts
Anthony set a blistering pace in the
competitive world of journalism.
Even while he was busy racing
between Tunisia, Egypt,
and Libya to report on the startling
developments of the Arab Spring,

he still found time to scoop us all in
his coverage of Syria. In May 2011,
Anthony scored a fascinating and
frank interview with Rami Makhlouf,
Syria’s über-oligarch and cousin
and confidante ofPresident Bashar
al-Assad.
Mr. Makhlouf’s boast that the regime
would fight to the end in a struggle
that could turn into a sectarian war
and destabilize the Middle East
revealed the arrogance of power
and also left embarrassed Syrian
officials scrambling to downplay the
impact of his words. Anthony had
won an unprecedented invite from
Makhlouf to Syria in response to his
profile of the influential regime
insider published in The New York
Times days earlier.
Not content to land the first inter-
view with Makhlouf in the Western
media, Anthony returned to Syria
days later, this time without an
invite. He became the first foreign
reporter to clandestinely slip into
Syria, boldly riding a motorcycle
across a remote stretch of Syria’s
border with Lebanon to reach
Homs, Syria’s third-largest city,
which was just then beginning to
bear the brunt of the regime’s crack-
down.
Anthony was an extraordinarily
brave journalist. In 2002, he was
shot in the shoulder by an Israeli
soldier while covering the Palestin-
ian intifada in the West Bank. Last
year, he was one of four New York
Times reporters who were abducted
for six days and threatened with
death while covering the uprising in
Libya – an incident in which their
driver almost certainly died.

Campaign for
Antarctic
Marine
Reserve
launched
The Antarctic Ocean Alliance, a
coalition of 16 environmental
groups, has launched a campaign
calling for the full protection of 3.6
million square kilometres of the
Ross Sea, as well as the creation of
the 18 more reserves in the South-

ern Ocean surrounding Antarctica.
AOA campaign Director Steve
Campbell said, “Now is the time to
protect this amazing environment
but we’ll need the global public
involved to make that happen.”
AOA has set up a website:http://

www.antarcticocean.org/

home.phpwhere the public can
make their views known.
“The fate of the Antarctic’s Ross
Sea is likely to be decided by 24
countries and the European Union
this year and the global public
knows nothing about it,” Campbell
pointed out referring to the Commis-
sion for the Conservation of Antarc-
tic Marine Living Resources
(CCAMLR), which is responsible for
managing the Southern Ocean
around Antarctica.
CCAMLR is part of the Antarctic
Treaty System and its goal is to
preserve marine life and environ-
mental integrity in and around
Antarctica.
The Convention was opened for
signature on 1 August 1980 and
entered into force on 7 April 1982
and is headquartered in Tasmania,
Australia. The proposed plan from
the Antarctic Ocean Alliance is the
most ambitious to date. CCAMLR
will be discussing the proposal in
October.

Japan shuts
down its next-
to-last nuclear
reactor
Another Japanese nuclear reactor
was taken off line for maintenance
on Monday, leaving the country with
only one of its 54 reactors opera-
tional following last year’s devastat-
ing earthquake and tsunami. The
last reactor is expected to be shut
down by early May, raising the

possibility of power shortages
across the nation as demand in-
creases in the hot summer months.
The No. 6 reactor at the
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa complex was
taken off line early Monday by the
Tokyo Electric Power Co. The utility
also runs the plant in Fukushima,
northeast of Tokyo, that suffered
meltdowns, explosions and radia-
tion leaks after the March 11, 2012
quake and tsunami. Japanese
reactors are taken off line every 13
months for regular checks. With
concerns over nuclear safety high

following the Fukushima crisis,
none of the reactors that have been
shut down for checks, and none that
were already off line at the time of
the disaster, have been allowed to
restart. The last reactor, on the
northern island of Hokkaido, will be
shut down in May. The timing for
when any reactors will be restarted
remains unclear. Before the crisis,
Japan depended on nuclear power
for one-third of its electricity.
Japan’s government wants to restart
reactors as soon as “stress tests”
prove they are safe, but faces
strong public opposition. Local
leaders, fearing a political backlash,
are reluctant to give their approval.
Authorities have required all reac-
tors to undergo the stress tests and
make necessary modifications to
improve safety. The stress tests,
similar to those used in France and
elsewhere in Europe, are designed
to assess how well the plants can
withstand earthquakes, tsunamis,
storms, loss of power and other
crises.
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Paper Money
Paper Money, as we know it today,
was introduced in India in the late
Eighteenth Century. This was a
period of intense political turmoil
and uncertainty in the wake of the
collapse of the Mughal Empire and
the advent of the colonial powers.
The changed power structure, the
upheavals, wars, and colonial
inroads led to the eclipse of indig-
enous bankers, as large finance in
India moved from their hands to
Agency Houses who enjoyed state
patronage. Many agency houses
established banks.
Among the early issuers, the Gen-
eral Bank of Bengal and Bahar
(1773-75) was a state sponsored
institution set up in participation
with local expertise. Its notes en-
joyed government patronage.
Though successful and profitable,
the bank was officially wound up
and was short lived. The Bank of
Hindostan (1770-1832) was set up
by the agency house of Alexander
and Company was particularly
successful. It survived three panic
runs on it. The Bank of Hindostan
finally went under when its parent
firm M/s Alexander and Co. failed in
the commercial crisis of 1832.
Official patronage and the accep-
tance of notes in the payment of
revenue was a very important factor
in determining the circulation of
bank notes. Wide use of bank
notes, however, came with the note
issues of the semi-government
Presidency Banks, notably the Bank
of Bengal which was established in
1806 as the Bank of Calcutta with a

capital of 50 lakh sicca rupees.

These banks were established by

Government Charters and had an

intimate relationship with the Gov-

ernment. The charter granted to

these banks accorded them the

privilege of issuing notes for circula-
tion within their circles.
Notes issued by the Bank of Bengal
can broadly be categorised in 3
broad series viz: the 'Unifaced'
Series, the 'Commerce' Series and
the 'Britannia' Series. The early
notes of the Bank of Bengal were
unifaced and were issued as one
gold mohur (sixteen sicca rupees in
Calcutta) and in denominations
deemed convenient in the early
19th Century, viz., Rs. 100, Rs. 250,
Rs. 500, etc.
Unifaced Notes of the Bank of
Bengal
The Bank of Bengal notes later
introduced a vignette represented
an allegorical female figure personi-
fying 'Commerce' sitting by the
quay. The notes were printed on
both sides. On the obverse the
name of the bank and the denomi-
nations were printed in three
scripts, viz., Urdu, Bengali and
Nagri. On the reverse of such notes
was printed a cartouche with orna-
mentation carrying the name of the
Bank. Around the mid nineteenth
century, the motif 'Commerce' was
replaced by 'Britannia'. The note
had intricate patterns and multiple
colours to deter forgeries.

Commerce Series

Brittania Series
The second Presidency Bank was
established in 1840 in Bombay,
which had developed as major

commercial centre. The Bank had a
checkered history. The crisis result-
ing from the end of the speculative
cotton boom led to the liquidation of
Bank of Bombay in 1868. It was
however reconstituted in the same
year. Notes issued by the Bank of
Bombay carried the vignettes of the
Town Hall and others the statues of
Mountstuart Elphinstone and John
Malcolm.
Note issued by the Bank of
Bombay

The Bank of Madras established in
1843 was the third Presidency
Bank. It had the smallest issue of
bank notes amongst Presidency
Banks. The notes of the Bank of
Madras bore the vignette of Sir
Thomas Munroe, Governor of Ma-
dras (1817-1827).
The other private banks which
issued bank notes were the Orient
Bank Corporation established in
Bombay as the Bank of Western
India in 1842. Its notes featured the
Bombay Town Hall as vignette. The
Commercial Bank of India estab-
lished in 1845 in Bombay (also an
Exchange Bank) issued exotic notes
with an interblend of Western and
Eastern Motifs. The bank failed in
the crash of 1866. The paper cur-
rency Act of 1861 divested these
banks of the right to note issue; the
Presidency Banks were, however,
given the free use of Government
balances and were initially given
the right to manage the note issues
of Government of India.
The Reserve Bank has the sole
authority to issue banknotes in
India. Reserve Bank, like other
central banks the world over,
changes the design of banknotes
from time to time.
The Reserve Bank has introduced
banknotes in the Mahatma Gandhi
Series since 1996 and has so far
issued notes in the denominations
of Rs.5,

Rs.10,

Rs.20,

Rs.50,

Rs.100,

 

Rs.500

and

Rs.1000

in

this series.

Indian
Coinage
India has been one of the earliest
issuers of coins in the
world (circa 6th Century
BC). Few countries rival
India for the sheer diver-
sity of its coinage be it
minting techniques,
motifs, sizes, shapes,
the metals used or for
that matter the monetary
history arising from the
Monetary Standards
India has experienced
(Tri-metallism, Bi-
metallism, the Silver
Standard, the Gold
Exchange Standard as
well as fiat money).
In history, Indian coins
have played a crucial
role in documenting political and
economic changes over time. For-
eign coin hoards found in India
throw light on Indian trade patterns
in ancient, medieval, and late pre-
colonial times. The Motifs on coins
have been impacted upon by the
cultural ethos of different regions at
different time periods.
Our coinage pages attempt to give
a sampler of Indian Coins down the
ages and are by no means exhaus-
tive. We propose to supplement the
pages in the days to come. We
welcome contributions of the public/
viewers.
To identify these coins we invite you
to browse through our pages.
The Government of India has the
sole right to mint coins. The respon-
sibility for coinage vests with the
Government of India in terms of the
Coinage Act, 1906 as amended
from time to time. The designing
and minting of coins in various
denominations is also the responsi-
bility of the Government of India.
Coins are minted at the four India
Government Mints at Mumbai,
Alipore(Kolkata),
Saifabad(Hyderabad), Cherlapally
(Hyderabad) and NOIDA (UP).
The coins are issued for circulation
only through the Reserve Bank in
terms of the RBI Act.
Five Rupee Coins (New)

Metal Ferritic Stainless Steel (FSS)
Weight 6.00 gms
Diameter 23 mm
ShapeCircular
Five Rupee Coins (Old)

Metal Cupro-Nickel
Weight 9.00 gms
Diameter 23 mm
ShapeCircular
Two Rupee Coins (New)

Metal Ferratic Stainless Steel
Weight 5.62 gms
Diameter 27 mm

ShapeCircular
Two Rupee Coins (Old)

Metal Cupro-Nickel
Weight 6.00 gms
Diameter 26 mm
ShapeEleven Sided
One Rupee Coins

Metal Ferratic Stainless Steel
Weight 4.85 gms
Diameter 25 mm
ShapeCircular
Fifty Paise

Metal Ferratic Stainless Steel
Weight 3.79 gms
Diameter 22 mm
ShapeCircular

Twenty Five Paise

Metal Ferratic Stainless Steel
Weight 2.83 gms
Diameter 19 mm
ShapeCircular

Ten Paise

Metal Ferratic Stainless Steel
Weight 2.00 gms
Diameter 16 mm
ShapeCircular
Denominations

Coins in India are presently being
issued in denominations of 10
paise, 20 paise, 25 paise, 50 paise,
one rupee, two rupees and five
rupees. Coins upto 50 paise are
called 'small coins' and coins of
Rupee one and above are called
'Rupee Coins'. Coins can be issued
up to the denomination of Rs.1000
as per the Coinage Act, 1906.
Distribution
Coins are received from the Mints
and issued into circulation through
its Regional Issue offices/sub-
offices of the Reserve Bank and a
wide network of currency chests
and coin depots maintained by
banks and Government treasuries
spread across the country. The RBI
Issue Offices/sub-offices are lo-
cated at Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Belapur (Navi Mumbai), Bhopal,
Bhubaneshwar, Chandigarh,
Chennai, Guwahati, Hyderabad,
Jammu, Jaipur, Kanpur, Kolkata,
Lucknow, Mumbai, Nagpur, New
Delhi, Patna and
Thiruvananthapuram. These offices
issue coins to the public directly
through their counters and also
send coin remittances to the cur-
rency chests and small coin depots.
There are 4422 currency chest
branches and 3784 small coin
depots spread throughout the coun-
try. The currency chests and small
coin depots distribute coins to the

India won its independence on 15th
August, 1947. During the period of
transition India retained the mon-
etary system and the currency and
coinage of the earlier period. While
Pakistan introduced a new series of
coins in 1948 and notes in 1949,
India brought out its distinctive
coins on 15th August, 1950.
Chronologically, the main consider-
ations influencing the coinage
policy of Republic India over time
have been:
    The incorporation of symbols of
sovereignty and indigenous motifs
on independence;
    Coinage Reforms with the intro-
duction of the metric system;
    The need felt from time to time to
obviate the possibility of the metallic
value of coins rising beyond the
face value;
    The cost-benefit of coinisation of
currency notes
Independent India Issues could
broadly be categorised as
The Frozen Series 1947-1950
This represented the currency
arrangements during the transition
period upto the establishment of the
Indian Republic. The Monetary
System remained unchanged at
One Rupee consisting of 192 pies.
1 Rupee = 16 Annas
1 Anna = 4 Pice
1 Pice = 3 Pies
The Anna Series

This series was introduced on 15th
August, 1950 and represented the
first coinage of Republic India. The
King's Portrait was replaced by the
Lion Capital of the Ashoka Pillar. A
corn sheaf replaced the Tiger on the
one Rupee coin. In some ways this
symbolised a shift in focus to
progress and prosperity. Indian
motifs were incorporated on other
coins. The monetary system was
largely retained unchanged with
one Rupee consisting of 16 Annas.
Denomination Metal
Rupee One Nickel
Half Rupee Nickel
Quarter Rupee Nickel
Two Anna Cupro-Nickel
One Anna Cupro-Nickel
Half Anna Cupro-Nickel
One Pice Bronze
The Decimal Series
The move towards decimalisation
was afoot for over a century. How-
ever, it was in September, 1955 that
the Indian Coinage Act was
amended for the country to adopt a
metric system for coinage. The Act
came into force with effect from 1st
April, 1957. The rupee remained
unchanged in value and nomencla-
ture. It, however, was now divided
into 100 'Paisa' instead of 16 Annas
or 64 Pice. For public recognition,
the new decimal Paisa was termed
'Naya Paisa' till 1st June, 1964
when the term 'Naya' was dropped.
Naya Paisa Series 1957-1964
Rupee One Nickel
10 gms
Circular

28 mm
Fifty Naye Paise Nickel
5 gms
Circular
24 mm
Twenty Five Naye Paise Nickel
2.5 gms
Circular
19 mm
Ten Naye Paise Cupro-
Nickel
5 gms
Eight Scalloped
23 mm (across scallops)
Five Naye Paise Cupro-Nickel
4 gms
Square
22 mm (across corners)
Two Naye Paise Cupro-Nickel
3 gms
Eight Scalloped
18 mm (across scallops)
One Naya Paisa Bronze
1.5 gms
Circular
16 mm
With commodity prices rising in the
sixties, small denomination coins
which were made of bronze, nickel-
brass, cupro-nickel, and Aluminium-
Bronze were gradually minted in
Aluminium. This change com-
menced with the introduction of the
new hexagonal 3 paise coin. A
twenty paise coin was introduced in
1968 but did not gain much popular-
ity.
Aluminium Series 1964 onwards
Denomination Metal
Weight
Shape
Size
One Paisa Aluminium-Magnesium
0.75 gms
Square
17 mm (Daigonal)
Two Paise Aluminium-Magnesium
1 gm
Scalloped
20 mm (across scallops)
Three Paise Aluminium-Magnesium
1.25 gms
Hexagonal
21 mm (Diagonal)
Five Paise Aluminium-Magnesium
1.5 gms
Square
22 mm (Diagonal)
Ten Paise Aluminium-Magnesium
2.3 gms
Scalloped
26 mm (across scallops)
Twenty PaiseAluminium-Magnesium
2.2 gms
Hexagonal
26 mm (diagonal)
24.5 mm (across flats)
Over a period of time, cost benefit
considerations led to the gradual
discontinuance of 1, 2 and 3 paise
coins in the seventies; Stainless
steel coinage of 10, 25 and 50
paise, was introduced in 1988 and
of one rupee in 1992. The very
considerable costs of managing
note issues of Re 1, Rs 2, and Rs 5
led to the gradual coinisation of
these denominations in the 1990s.

Republic India Coinage

public, customers and other bank
branches in their area of operation.
The members of the public can
approach the RBI offices or the
above agencies for requirement of
coins.
Measures to improve the supply
of coins
" The various Mints in the country
have been modernised and up-
graded to enhance their production
capacities.
" Government has in the recent
past, imported coins to augment the
indigenous production.
" Notes in denomination of Rs.5
have been reintroduced to supple-
ment the supply of coins.
New initiatives for distribution
" Coin Dispensing Machines have
been installed at select Regional
Offices of the Reserve Bank on pilot
basis.
" Dedicated Single-window
counters have been opened in
several of the Reserve Bank's

offices for issuing coins of different
denominations packed in pouches.
" Mobile counters are being
organised by the Reserve Bank in
commercial and other important
areas of the town where soiled
notes can be exchanged for coins.
Appeal to the Public
The Bank, with active co-operation
from various agencies, has been
endeavouring to distribute the coins
in an equitable manner to all parts
of the country. The mission cannot
be successful without unstinting
support from the people at large
and the various voluntary agencies.
Members of public are requested to
avoid holding on to coins and in-
stead, use them freely for transac-
tions to ensure that there is a
smooth circulation of coins. Volun-
tary agencies are requested to
educate the public about the vari-
ous facilities available in their areas
for distribution of coins, exchange of
soiled notes and proper handling of
notes. n n n
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Indian Agricultural Census
C

urrently, multiple operational
forecasts of 5 crops namely,
wheat, kharif & rabi rice,

winter potato, mustard and jute at
the National-State-level are being
made in each season
for 7 to 13 major States. Besides
this, single forecasts of crops at the
district-level are made
in respect of cotton, mustard, rabi
groundnut, rabi rice, rabi sorgum,
sugarcane and wheat
crops.
n Recently, this exercise of crop
yield and acreage assessment has
been extended to the onion crop at
the block level for Gujarat and
Maharashtra under a National
Horticulture Board initiative. With
effect from 2011, this initiative has
been extended to major onion
growing states by the National
Horticulture Research & Develop-
ment Foundation (NHRDF),
Nasik under a DAC-sponsored
project Weekly Assessment of
Kharif Crops Based on Soil Mois-
ture
n Geospatial soil moisture model-
ling using satellite derived rainfall
[KALPANA Satellite and Climate
Protection Centre of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, USA CPC-NOAA] has been
developed and used to assess on a
weekly basis, the crop prospects
namely sowing, field moisture status
and flooding probability for the
major kharif crops like rice and
coarse cereals. This will be linked
to the crop insurance service gradu-
ally.
Short-range Weather Forecast
n Short-range weather forecast for
72 hr with a horizontal resolution of
45 km for the AllIndia grid points is
used for the farmer’s advisory on
field preparation, crop sowing, etc.
Cropping System Analysis
n Mapping of crop rotations and
cropping pattern and geospatial
modelling to assess the
performance has been done at
block-district-state-level for the
Indo-Gangetic plains region.
The output of this activity is linked
with crop diversification and intensi-
fication planning under the National
Food Security programme.
Site Suitability for Horticulture
Development
n Geospatial modelling has been
done to identify suitable areas for
cluster approach based expansion
of horticulture crops under the
“Horticulture Mission for North
Eastern and Himalayan States
(HMNEH)”.Culturable fallow lands
forming a cluster over adjacent
villages near the existing orchards
of same crop had been mapped  for
instance apple in Arunachal
Pradesh, passion fruit in Mizoram,
cashew in Meghalaya, pineapple in
Manipur and Tripura and mandarin
oranges in Sikkim. A similar exer-
cise was done to characterize
the existing apple orchards in
Himachal Pradesh and the mapping
of suitable areas for further expan-
sion.
n DAC has developed 80 portals,
applications and websites (primarily
in collaboration with the National
Informatics Centre) covering both
the headquarters and its field of-
fices/directorates. The important
portals include SEEDNET,
DACNET, AGMARKNET (prices
and arrivals in mandis), RKVY
(Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana),
ATMA, NHM (National Horticulture
Mission), INTRADAC, NFSM (Na-
tional Food Security Mission) and
APY (Acreage, Productivity and
Yield). DAC is getting the online
data entry done right from the
district level, so as to expedite the
generation of requisite queries and
reports in an efficient
manner.

Farmers’

Portal
n This portal aims to serve as a
One Stop Shop for all the farmers

for accessing information on agri-
cultural activities. Besides giving
links to appropriate pages of the 80
portals already developed so far,
the Farmers’ Portal links the loca-
tion of the farmer (from
his Block) with NARP (National
Agricultural Research Project) Zone
that he belongs to.
Thereafter, all information related to
the crops grown in that area
(coupled with agroclimatic condi-
tions in that region) is then provided
to the farmer using a graphical
interface.
Farmers can get information about
a package of practices; crop and
seed varieties; common
pests; dealer network for seeds,
fertilizers & pesticides; machinery
and tools; agro-met
advisories, etc.  Data for most
states has been entered in one
language, but the portal will
be launched after the data is en-
tered both in English and in the
vernacular language of the
state.

AGRISNET
n Under this Scheme, funds are
provided to state and UTs for com-
puterization down to Block level.
Funds to 26 states have been
released under AGRISNET for the
objective of providing computers up
to the block level. State-specific
software packages have been
developed to disseminate informa-
tion to the farmers. Availability of
requisite hardware and locally
suitable software packages has
resulted in quick retrieval of data,
dissemination of information to
farmers and provision of farmer
centric services to farmers. The
states and UT’s which have availed
assistance under the Scheme are
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Assam, Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Sikkim, Maharashtra, Punjab,
Orissa, Mizoram, Kerala, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Puducherry , Arunachal Pradesh,
Goa, Bihar, and Manipur.218 State
of Indian Agriculture State Initiatives
Under Agrisnet
n One of the successful ICT initia-
tives is MAHAAGRI SMS of
Maharashtra Government.
MAHAAGRI SMS, an e-Governance
project under AGRISNET, has been
initiated with the objective of helping
farmers and villagers through farm
specific, need based, demand
driven and just-in-time advice and
knowledge. A minimum of five pro-
gressive and active farmers
from each village are selected as
“Krishi Mitra”. Forty three major
crops have been identified
for sending crop specific advisory.
The registered farmers on receiving
the SMS pass on the message to
the other farmers in the village. This
application enables delivery of
locationspecific, need-based advi-
sory and information to the farmers
(for which a farmer gets registered).
The content is delivered in Marathi
as well as in English. The handsets
compatible for Indian languages
receive contents in Marathi.
9.15 Yet another successful initia-
tive is the Agrisnet portal of Tamil
Nadu Government.
The Portal focuses on Soil Health
Card, Village level Fertility index,
etc. The farmers can take a printout
of the soil test result from their
place of domicile instead of coming
to Block Agricultural Extension
Centre. The Village level Fertility
Index is made available on the
basis of the composite samples
tested for this purpose along with
recommendations. The stock posi-
tions of all crop seeds, procurement
and distribution of seeds have been
automated and the farmer at any
point of time can access the data-
base for his requirement. Further,
the availability of fertilizers is being
gathered from the retail points and

displayed in this portal.
Other items that add value to this
portal are the information on market
trends in commodity prices, rainfall
forecast, etc.  E-Krishi Kiran of
Gujarat inter alia suggests alterna-
tive crops based on moisture indi-
ces, soil nutrients and weather
parameters.  A.P. Agrisnet is an
excellent and comprehensive portal
in vernacular with audio output and
visual prompts for persons who
cannot read.

National

E-Governance

Plan in

Agriculture
n The Mission Mode Project has
been introduced during the last
phase of the eleventh plan to
achieve rapid development of agri-
culture in India through the use of
ICT for ensuring timely access to
agriculture related information for
the farmers of the country.  There
are a number of current IT initiatives
and schemes undertaken or imple-
mented by DAC which are aimed at
providing information to the farmers
on various activities in the agricul-
ture value chain.  These initiatives
will be integrated so that farmers
would be able to make proper and
timely use of the available informa-
tion.  Such information is intended
to be provided to farmers through
multiple channels including Com-
mon Service Centers, Internet
Kiosks and SMSs. 12 clusters of
services have been identified and
the project has been sanctioned for
implementation in 7 States i.e.
Assam, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Jharkhand, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.
The services include for instance
information on pesticides, fertilizers
& seeds,  soil health; information on
crops, farm machinery, training  and
Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs);
weather advisories; information
on prices,  arrivals,  procurement
points, and provision of interaction
platform; electronic certification for
exports & import; information on
marketing infrastructure; monitoring
implementation and evaluation  of
schemes and programme; informa-
tion on fishery inputs;
information on irrigation infrastruc-
ture; drought relief and manage-
ment; livestock management. The
first phase of the Project is being
implemented at a cost of Rs. 227
crore.
n An important activity is the gen-
eration of intelligence, knowledge
and wisdom from information and
data. Effective use of current satel-
lites’ (with higher resolution and
swathe) data is needed. Similarly,
more efforts are needed to develop
knowledge bases and knowl edge
delivery me chanisms indiffer ent
sectors of agriculture such as water
management, soil management,
and plant protection/livestock health
cover.
n The available satellite data relat-
ing to weather news, long-term and
short-term weather forecast, pro-
duction information, market prices
policy developments pertaining to
agriculture, apart from the number
of advisory services in public or
private domain that disseminate
information should be utilized
adeqately .
n New initiatives are required to
develop data bases and knowledge
bases and knowledge delivery
mechanisms in different sectors of
agriculture such as water manage-
ment, soil management, plant pro-
tection, animal and fish health
cover, protected cultivation in high
value agriculture, genome analysis
for genetic transformation in plants
and animals, etc.
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n Timely availability of reliable
information on agricultural output
and other related aspects is of great
significance for planning and policy
formulation particularly in the con-
text of food security, price stability,
international trade, etc.  To meet
these requirements, the Directorate
of Economics and Statistics (DES),
Department of Agriculture & Coop-
eration releases estimates of area,
production and yield in respect of
principal crops of food grains,
oilseeds, sugarcane, fibre crops.
Estimates of crop production are
obtained by multiplication
of area estimates by corresponding
yield estimates.  Generally, four
advance estimates and
one final estimate of area, produc-
tion and yield are released during
each agricultural crop
year (July to June). A brief descrip-
tion of methodology adopted for
collection of area statistics
and crop yield is given below:
Area Statistics
n For collection of area statistics,
the states are divided into three
broad categories, namely:
(i) States and UTs which have been
cadastral surveyed and where land
records are maintained by the
revenue agencies generally referred
to as “Land Record States”
or temporarily settled states).  Sev-
enteen states, namely Andhra
Pradesh, Assam220 State of Indian
Agriculture (excluding hilly districts),
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand and four UTs of
Chandigarh, Delhi, Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Pondicherry  accounting
for about 86 percent of the reporting
area fall within this category.  These
are covered under Timely Reporting
Scheme (TRS) under which 20
percent villages are selected on a
random basis for complete area
remuneration.
(ii) States where area statistics are
collected on the basis of sample
surveys under a scheme for Estab-
lishment of an Agency for Reporting
of Agricultural Statistics (EARAS), in
the states of Kerala, Orissa and
West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.
These states account for about 9%
of reporting area. The estimation of
area is made through sample sur-
veys in a sufficiently large sample of
20 percent villages and investigator
zones.
(iii) The hilly districts of Assam, rest
of the states in North-Eastern Re-
gion (other than Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim),
Goa, UTs of Andman & Nicobar
Islands, Daman & Diu and
Lakshwadeep where no reporting
agency had been functioning, the
work of collection of Agricultural
Statistics is entrusted with the
village headmen. The area statistics
in these states are based on im-
pressionistic approach. These
areas and states account for 5
percent of the reporting area.

Yield

Estimates
n The yield estimates of crops are
obtained through Crop Cutting
Experiments (CCE).
At present over 95 percent of the
production of foodgrains is esti-
mated on the basis of yield rates
obtained from the CCEs.  Field
Operations Division (FOD) of the
National Sample Survey Office
(NSSO) provides technical guid-
ance to the states and Union territo-
ries for organizing and conducting
Crop Estimation Surveys.
n Final estimates of production
based on complete enumeration of
area and yield through crop cutting
experiments become available long
after the crops are actually har-
vested.

However, for policy formulation four
advance estimates of production
are released during the course of
the year.  The first estimate of area
and production of kharif crops is
prepared in September, when
South-West monsoon season is
about to be over and kharif crops
are at an advanced stage of matu-
rity. The second advance estimate
comprising of both kharif and Rabi
crops is released in January. The
third advance estimates are re-
leased towards the end of March/
beginning of April every year based
on the deliberations in Crop
Weather Watch Groups (CWWG),
information made available by State
Agricultural Statistical Authorities
(SASAs) and remote sensing data
by  Space Application Centre,
Ahmedabad. The fourth
advance estimates are released in
the month of June/July, after most of
the rabi crops get harvested by the
end of May and SASAs are in a
position to supply the estimates of
both kharif and rabi seasons as well
as the likely assessment of summer
crops.
n Under the existing system of crop
estimation, the fourth advance
estimate is followed by final esti-
mates in December/January of the
following agricultural year. The main
factors contributing to the relatively
large number of crop estimates are
the large variations in crop seasons
across the country and the resulting
delay in the compilation of yield
estimates based on crop-cutting
experiments.
n The existing system of agricul-
tural statistics, in spite of estab-
lished procedures and wide cover-
age, has inherent limitations in
providing an accurate assessment
of crops production at the pre-
harvesting stages with desired
spatial details.
n  With a view to enhance the
capabilities of the existing system of
crop forecasts and crop estimation,
the Department visualized  adopting
emerging methodologies such as
Remote Sensing (RS), Geographic
Information System (GIS), etc.  as
early as 1988 when the Crop Area
and Production Estimates (CAPE)
Project was initiated in collaboration
with Indian Space Research Organi-
zation (ISRO) to develop the RS
methodology for crop production
forecast.  Other inputs such as
weather data, land- based observa-
tions and economic parameters
influencing farmers’ decisions, etc
Forecasting at the sowing stage is
attempted through econometric
models using the previous years’
crop acreage and production data,
market prices, current season
weather data, etc. followed by
agromet and remote sensing fore-
casts during the mid season and
pre-harvest crop stage. By integrat-
ing inputs from these diverse
sources to make accurate and
timely forecasts, a Central Sector
Plan Scheme titled “Forecasting
Agricultural output using Space,
Agro-meteorology and Land based
observations” (FASAL) was formu-
lated and is in operation since
August 2006.
The results in terms of national-
state-district-level forecasts have
started flowing in based on remote
sensing methodology and econo-
metric models developed for certain
crops. In order to further fine tune
and revamp the forecasting tech-
nologies, the setting up of a new
Centre National Centre for Crop
Forecasting (FASAL-NCCF) is in
progress. The new Centre
located in IARI, Pusa Campus, New
Delhi, will operationalize method-
ologies already developed by ISRO
for in-season and multiple crop
forecasting and for drought assess-
ment.
The Centre would also be respon-
sible for integrating the forecasts
based on Remote Sensing
Methodology, econometric models,
agromet models and inputs from the

State Agricultural Statistics Authori-
ties (SASAs).
n The system of collection of agri-
cultural statistics has been reviewed
at various levels from time to time.
The National Statistical Commission
(NSC) expressed its concern on the
system of collection of area statis-
tics and yield estimates and recom-
mended that TRS and EARAS
should be regarded as programmes
of national importance and that the
state governments be prevailed
upon to give due priority to these,
deploy adequate resources for the
purpose and ensure proper conduct
of field operations in time.

Agriculture

Census
n The Agriculture Census forms
part of broader system of collection
of agricultural statistics, which is a
large-scale statistical operation for
collecting and deriving quantitative
information about important facets
of agriculture in the country. The
Agriculture Census in India is con-
ducted at an interval of five years
under which operational holding has
been taken as statistical unit at the
micro-level for data collection.
Periodic Agriculture Censuses
are main sources of information on
the basic characteristics of opera-
tional holdings such as land use,
cropping patterns, irrigation status,
tenancy, terms of leasing and dis-
persal of holdings. This information
is tabulated by different farm-sizes
and social groups to serve as an
input for development planning,
socio-economic policy formulation
and the establishment of national
priorities. The Census also provides
a basis for development of a com-
prehensive integrated national
system of agricultural statistics.
Eight Agriculture Censuses since
1970-71 have been completed in
the country.
n The Agriculture Census in India is
conducted following the broad
guidelines of decennial World
Census of Agriculture evolved by
Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) of United Nations. The Agri-
culture Census is implemented in 3
distinct phases which are statisti-
cally linked together, but focus on
different aspects of agricultural
statistics.
n Results of Agriculture Census
2005-06  Total operated area in
2005-06 was 158.32 million ha as
against 159.44 million hectares in
2000-01, showing a marginal de-
cline of 0.7 per cent. Average size
of operational holding has steadily
declined. Average size of a holding
which was 2.28 ha in 1970-71,
came down to 2.00 hectare in 1976-
77, 1.84 hectare in 1980-81, 1.69
ha in 1985-86, 1.55 hectare in
1990-01, 1.41 ha in 1995-96, 1.33
ha in 2000-01 and 1.23 ha in 2005-
06. Among different size groups of
holdings, the highest number of
holdings (about 65 percent) are
marginal holdings (below 1 ha)
followed by about 18 percent small
holdings (1-2 ha), about 11 percent
semi- medium holdings (2-4 ha.),
about 5 percent medium holdings
(4-10 ha) and less than 1 percent
large holdings (10 ha and above).
 About 96 percent of holdings (con-
stituting 94 percent of total operated
area) have entire operated area in
Village of their residence of holding
operator.
The cropping intensity is calculated
to be 132 percent. n n n


